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Gospel, and maintain in our own midst

the principles of life eternal, and free-

dom, liberty and equality to the human

race. And our sons who have grown up

are now doing what we have done; and

they too are full of the Spirit, full of life,

light and intelligence, having, as we had

and still have, the interests of human-

ity at heart, as they move among the

people as messengers of life and salva-

tion. Our course is onward; and are

we going to stop? No. Zion must be

built up, God has decreed it and no

power can stay its progress. Do you hear

that? I prophesy that in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. For Zion must

and will be built up despite all oppo-

sition, the kingdom of God established

upon the earth in accordance with the

designs and purposes of God. That is

true, and you will find it to be true if you

live long enough, and if you die you will

find it to be true; it will make no differ-

ence. "But shall we not be persecuted?"

Yes, and does not Jesus say, Blessed

are ye when men revile you and perse-

cute you, etc.—would you be deprived of

that blessing? "But we have had enough

of it." O, have you? No matter, you

will have to put up with it. "But," say

you, "have we not certain constitutional

rights?" Yes, on paper, but when you get

through with them, the paper does not

amount to much; it is like pie crust, eas-

ily broken. We do not pay much atten-

tion to these things. Honorable men will

be governed by constitutions, and laws,

and principles, but dishonorable persons

will not. Therefore, we have to do the

best we can, taking a righteous course

that we may be entitled to the bless-

ings of God. "What will be the result of

this?" I care nothing about what the re-

sult may be, it is a matter of very little

importance to me. "Do you expect such

things?" Yes, and have done for years; I

have never expected anything else asso-

ciated with the Gospel. When I first em-

braced it I considered it a lifelong affair;

and when I came to look at it squarely

in the face, if I could have satisfied my

conscience by getting along without it,

I would have done so; but I could not,

and I apprehend that many of you have

been in the same situation. I believed

it was true, and so did you; and after I

was baptized and had hands laid upon

my head for the reception of the Holy

Ghost, I knew it was true by the opera-

tions of the Holy Spirit upon my heart.

And this is the common experience of

all Saints. Some people seem to think

that we are going to throw away our re-

ligion at the "drop of the hat." I do not

know of any such feeling among this peo-

ple. There have been men who learned

to endure things quite as bad as those

which afflict us. My mind runs back

to Daniel who was a man that feared

God. There was a set of political plotters

in his day—and probably a fair share

of religious ones associated with them—

who conspired against him, for Daniel

was a man of God in great favor with

the king; and the only way they could

accomplish their plans was by laying a

trap to catch him through an edict of

the king. They did it by getting the

king to issue a proclamation that no man

should ask a petition of any God or man

for thirty days, save of the king, that if

he did he should be cast into the den

of lions. This was done expressly to

catch Daniel, but the king was not made

acquainted with the secret. Their re-

quest was granted and the decree es-

tablished by the king's signature, which

then could not be changed, according to


