THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES, ETC.

the law of the Medes and Persians, which
altered not. When Daniel heard of this,
we are told that he went into his house,
and the windows of his chamber being
open towards Jerusalem, he bowed down
before his God, and prayed and gave
thanks to him, as aforetime, three times
a day. He did not falter, although he
knew the nature of the decree and the
laws which governed it; but he knew too
that the God whom he served was able
to deliver him. They watched him, of
course, and finally complained against
him; and he was adjudged guilty of vi-
olating the law. The law had to take
its course, although the king, when the
thing was made known to him felt very
sorrowful, and set his heart on Daniel
to deliver him. He did not feel like
some feel towards us; although there
have been praiseworthy efforts made by
a few to maintain constitutional princi-
ples, and we recognize them as the sen-
timents and feelings of honorable men,
who wish to see correct principles main-
tained in our land. There was no ap-
peal in Daniel's case; or as a certain class
of Christians today would say, "Daniel
had to go." They cast him into the den
of lions. The king went to the den early
the following morning, feeling much con-
cerned about him, and he cried out, "O
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy
God whom thou servest continually, able
to deliver thee from the lions?" Daniel
spoke up and said, "O King, live for-
ever. My God hath sent his angel, and
hath shut the lions' mouths, that they
have not hurt me." Now, he dared to do
that which showed there was some man-
hood in him. We have another exam-
ple in the three Hebrew children, who
refused to bow down to a golden image
that had been set up. Shall we call it
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monogamy? [Laughter.] The conditions
were that if they did not bow down to this
golden image, they should be cast into a
burning fiery furnace. They did refuse to
obey this royal decree, saying, "Our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will de-
liver us out of thine hand, O King. But if
not (said they), be it known unto thee, O
King, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship thy golden image which thou
hast set up." This, of course, was consid-
ered a great indignity on their part to
refuse to bow down to this God. These
three men were cast into the furnace and
their persecutors in their animus and re-
ligious zeal, heated it to such a degree—
evincing in this respect the same feel-
ing we see manifested toward us in a
different form—that the men who cast
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego into
the furnace were themselves destroyed
by the flames. And it seems the King
himself was curious to look into the fur-
nace to know of their fate, and in do-
ing so, to his astonishment, he beheld
four persons in the midst of the flames,
one of whom appeared to be like unto
the Son of God. Nebuchadnezzar then
called to these three men to come out,
which they did; and even the smell of
fire was not found upon their clothing,
nor was a hair of their heads singed.
Such was the faith of those young men,
and such their conduct that all honor-
able men could approve and appreciate
the nobility of their course; and even the
Gods could admire them; and their in-
tegrity to God was the means of their be-
ing promoted to the favor of the King,
and to distinction in the land. Let us
hope that the descendants of those peo-
ple in these days, in the trials that they



