
have to pass through, which are now be-
ing enacted in Russia, in Europe, and in 
other places, and apparently commencing 
in this land, may be found as true to their 
integrity as were these noble examples of 
manhood and faith in God.

But to return to the Christian’s idol. 
The pious, zealous, religious and hypocriti-
cal in our day, uniting with political dema-
gogues, have set up a God for us to wor-
ship, which they boastfully represent as the 
embodiment of everything that is pure and 
virtuous, embodying the enlightenment 
and civilization of the nineteenth century. 
Their god is overlaid with gilt and tinsel, 
but inside it is pregnant with the social evil 
with its twin adjuncts feticide and infan-
ticide. Like a great Moloch it is crushing 
out female virtue, trampling upon inno-
cence, and prostituting and destroying mil-
lions of the fair daughters of Eve. Yet this 
loathsome, filthy, debauched, degraded 
monster is held up for our veneration and 
worship by its corrupt Christian devotees 
as the essence of everything that is great 
and grand, noble and praiseworthy; and we 
are called upon to fall down and worship 
this loathsome monster under the threat 
of unconstitutional pains and penalties, 
and the violation of every principle of lib-
erty and protection guaranteed under the 
Constitution.

Shall we worship this unnatural, lascivi-
ous Moloch? Shall we bow down before the 
shrine of this fetid, corrupt and debauched 
monster? No! We will worship the Lord 
our God, yield obedience to his behests, 
and, if we are faithful, live our religion and 
keep his commandments, the God whom 
we worship will deliver us out of the hands 
of our enemies, and we shall triumph over  
all our foes.

There have been men living nearer our 
own times who could meet the inquisition 
with its fagot, rack and thumbscrew, and 
in the midst of their sufferings could com-
mit themselves in all serenity and calmness 
into the hands of God; and we can surely 
do the same. If the rulers of this nation can 
afford to tamper with the sacred rights of 
the people guaranteed by the Constitution 
of this great nation, and ruthlessly tear 
down the temple of freedom erected at the 
cost of so much blood and treasure, in-
stead of anticipated glory, they will bring 
destruction upon the nation and ruin and 
infamy upon themselves. The sacred bul-
warks of freedom once tampered with, the 
floodgates of anarchy and confusion will be 
thrown open and dissolution and ruin will 
follow in their train in rapid succession. It 
is for us to sustain and maintain the prin-
ciples guaranteed in that sacred palladium 
of human rights—the Constitution of the 
United States, and to contend inch by inch 
in every legal and constitutional manner 
for our own rights and human freedom, 
leaving misrule, anarchy, violations of law 
and the trampling under foot of the rights 
of man and constitutional guarantees to re-
ligious fanatics and clamoring demagogues; 
and if they can afford to tamper with those 
sacred guarantees, we certainly can afford 
to have them do it. It is for us to seek more 
exalted ideas, to abide by constitutional 
law, to maintain inviolate the principles 
of human freedom, and to contend with 
unwavering firmness for those inalienable 
rights of all men—life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness; and to seek continually 
to our God for wisdom to accomplish so 
great, noble and patriotic a purpose.

One  o f  the  f i r s t  th ing s  I  e v e r
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