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preaching the principles of eternal truth,

often under unpleasant circumstances.

Because, however much the work of God

may progress and be received abroad

there is, as there has been, and doubt-

less will be, a spirit of opposition which

has to be met by every Elder in the per-

formance of his duty. It is true our young

brethren have the benefit of the experi-

ence of their fathers and of men promi-

nent in the Church, to encourage them,

and which is highly appreciated by them,

but after all they have to get the experi-

ence for themselves, in order that they

may know what their fathers know, and

that they may be able to stand shoulder

to shoulder with them. I have scarcely

found an exception among the scores of

young men who have been called from

the different avocations of life to go forth

and proclaim the Gospel, but what they

were worthy bearers of glad tidings.

There is an idea entertained by the

pious world, whose sympathy for fallen

humanity is so great as to be exercised

towards us, that the old and grayheaded

of the "Mormon" people, "you can do

nothing with, they having become fos-

silized in their religious ideas and petri-

fied in their faith; but the young may be

induced to depart from the faith of their

fathers." This, however, has not been the

experience we have had in the Southern

States mission with our young Elders.

On the contrary, we have found their

faces set like flint toward the building up

of the kingdom of God, and the proclaim-

ing of the principles of truth. It often

occurs in our missionary labors that El-

ders are called upon to pass through try-

ing circumstances, but I do not remem-

ber of a single instance in which a young

Elder flinched from the performance

of his duty. They have always been

ready and willing to add to the extent of

their ability and strength in carrying out

any measures thought necessary for the

good of the cause, even to the risking of

their lives. And I am led to believe from

what I have witnessed in the young men

who have come under my observation,

that the great majority of our young peo-

ple, growing up in these mountains have

planted in their hearts the principles of

truth, by which they will be governed in

their lives. And in this connection there

is this peculiarity. In our travels in the

South we often meet with families who

were once members of the Church, who

during the trying times of Missouri and

Illinois, or at some other time in the his-

tory of the Church, had stopped by the

wayside—and where they stopped tem-

porally they stopped spiritually; the ces-

sation of their temporal work was the

milestone that marked their spiritual

resting place—but notwithstanding this

falling away on the part of the parents,

we found, as a general thing, that in

the hearts of their children there was a

love for the principles of eternal truth;

and that if an elder was known to be in

their vicinity they would send for him

and make themselves known to him, and

open their doors to him, and ninety-nine

times out of a hundred they would ask to

be baptized. This being true of the chil-

dren of such families, who are isolated

from the body of the Church, we might

reasonably expect that the youth of Zion

will be found true and faithful to the pre-

cepts of truth taught to them, through

the force and benefit of example they re-

ceive from their parents who are mem-

bers of the Church.

In our labors we at times meet

with considerable opposition, but we

notice that it, in the long run, in-


