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stead of working to our injury, results in
good. And what is true in the South in
this respect is doubtless the case elsewhere.
That which our enemies inflict upon us
in the hope of breaking us up or weaken-
ing our position is, through an overrul-
ing providence, turned to result in good
by bringing the honest in heart, the Israel
of God, to a knowledge of the truth. The
widespread feeling of opposition that exists
toward us throughout the United States,
arguing from past experiences, may be
set down as a good omen for the future.
But notwithstanding this general hubbub
which the people seemingly have to in-
dulge in semi-occasionally, we find in trav-
eling and moving among the people very
many upright noble men and women, and
we find them belonging to various church-
es and religious bodies; and then we meet
with others who are not connected with
any sect or denomination, and who are
seeking for truth let it come from where it
may. And this class, in my opinion, is not
small throughout the United States; in fact,
I might with safety say, that there are thou-
sands of such people who have not heard
the sound of the everlasting Gospel, there
being vast districts of country occupied by
hundreds of thousands of peoples who do
not know whether the Latter-day Saints
believe in God or not, whether they accept
the Bible or reject it, people who are totally
ignorant in regard to our views; and among
these there are many thousands of the hon-
est in heart. We find that the spirit of op-
position that we have to meet, as a rule,
culminates in violence; and that the more
success we have in baptizing people, the
more bitter the feeling manifested toward
us by our opponents.
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We are, doubtless, traveling in the
Southern States Mission, by way of mak-
ing converts as fast as it would be prudent.
If our labors should be crowned with any
greater success, that is, to any considerable
extent, the opposition would be corre-
spondingly more ripe, and the consequence
would be, we would have a bigger row on
our hands than we would care to face.

We find a great many prominent, lead-
ing men in our travels who are willing to
act fairly and honorably by us; men who
use their influence with their friends in
our behalf by endeavoring to place in
their minds correct ideas in relation to us
and our situation. To illustrate this idea, I
will relate an incident that occurred dur-
ing the summer. The Legislative Assembly
of one of the States, Missouri—whose
members had been urged on by sectar-
ian bigotry, had a bill introduced that
it was supposed would act against the
“Mormons” in that State. Some of the
distinguished citizens, honorable, fair-
minded people, said to certain of the
legislators: “You pass that bill and one-
half of the State will become Mormons;
that will evidently be the result. Why?
Because the moment you adopt such
measures you are in the wrong, let them
be what they may.” There are many
men of that way of thinking who have
moral courage sufficient to speak their
minds; and the influence of such men is
felt for good. And here let me say to the
credit of the press that, bitter as the op-
position is, we scarcely ever find a daily
newspaper of any prominence but what
will open its columns for us to vindicate
our course. And in addition to what I
have said in alluding to the class of people
who are liberal and cosmopolitan in
their views, we find such people ever
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