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summer. I suppose the majority—I may
say the entire South has not raised suf-
ficient grain to bread themselves to the
first of April. The corn yield will not, it
is said, exceed four bushels to the acre,
and the cotton crop may be a little rising
of one-third the usual harvest. The re-
sult will be more or less suffering among
the poorer people this winter. Wages are
very low. A man can be employed, a
strong, able-bodied man, either white or
colored, for from $6 to $8 per month in-
cluding board; and from $10 to $12 when
they board themselves. Flour is 5 dollars
per 100 pounds, and other provisions in
proportion. I noticed that dry goods were
as high in Nashville as they were in our
settlements in Colorado. Wages are at
such a low figure that it seems almost
impossible for the people to live, when
they depend upon day's wages for a liv-
ing. In addition to this there seems to
be a wasting away of the earth, a weak-
ening in its strength, affecting its abil-
ity to produce abundantly. Fields that
a few years ago yielded good crops, are
bordering on sterility today. There are
hundreds and thousands of acres of land
that formerly were very prolific have
today become "commons," covered with
edge grass and sassafras bushes. And it
is talked about by the landowners, and
commented upon by the people gener-
ally; and they believe that something is
wrong, but what it is or where it is, they
do not know.
Monopolies and corporations have

also a tight grip upon the people. Where
there are iron works, where there are
railroads, where there are factories, they
are owned by a few men, and these
few men hold such power, that the peo-
ple cannot make any move and succeed
in it, that would be opposed to the in-

terest of the monopolists. And today, it
is one of the strongest points of opposi-
tion that we have to meet in that mis-
sion in preaching the Gospel. Laboring
men say, If I take you to my house and
receive you as my guest, these men who
own this property will turn me out; these
men who employ me in their factory will
drive me away, my family will suffer, as I
have nothing laid up. Under the circum-
stances, they have not the faith sufficient
to meet the issue; and consequently our
labors are not crownedwith that success,
as they evidently would be if the peo-
ple enjoyed their liberty. But even under
these circumstances, many do receive us
and proclaim openly their faith.

In addition to this, all experience that
opposition which is as old, doubtless,
as the preaching of the truth; and this
comes from the clergy. And here let me
say, that the opposition we meet with
from that quarter, to a great extent, has
its foundation in Salt Lake City. There
walk the streets of our city men who pro-
duce and feed the flame of prejudice that
exists today in the United States; men
who profess to be the friends of their
fellow men; men who come here with a
smile on their faces pretending to do us
good, pretended followers of the meek
and lowly Savior. These are the charac-
ters that send these infamous lies abroad
in regard to the Latter-day Saints. They
are prejudicing the mind of the people of
the United States against our missionar-
ies and against the truth. When I have
visited the cities where these men came
from who have come to Utah as reform-
ers, I have been deeply impressed, and
deeply moved at the condition of their so-
ciety contrasted with that of this people.


