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and, if possible, hinder us in the perfor-

mance of our duty. And one item that

comes to my mind I will mention. I

have noticed when abroad that if any-

thing in the world would cheer and en-

courage an Elder when far from home, it

is to receive word from his family that

they were cared for, and did not want

for the necessaries of life. And there

is nothing that will weaken an Elder

so effectually and so discourage him in

his labor as to receive word from those

whom he holds near and dear, to the ef-

fect that they are in need of the neces-

saries of life, that they are unpleasantly

situated, that the house they live in

does not afford them sufficient protection

from the inclemencies of the weather. In

one or two instances Elders have come

to me to relieve their minds of such

a burden, and, as I say, there is nothing

that I have witnessed that so effectually

unfits a man for missionary labor as the

receipt of such intelligence. Therefore, in

behalf of those who have left their all to

proclaim to their fellow men the princi-

ples of eternal truth, let me solicit the

good offices of their friends at home, in

behalf of such families who may not be

so well prepared to live during the ab-

sence of husband and father. Any lit-

tle attention shown them under such cir-

cumstances not only does good to the

family, but is appreciated by him whom

duty has called elsewhere; and often, un-

der trying circumstances, the knowledge

of such kindnesses, cheers and encour-

ages him, and makes comparatively easy

labors that would otherwise be hard to

bear. Amen.
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In attempting to address the con-

gregation this afternoon, I trust that

all will be as quiet as possible. It

is extremely difficult to make the

congregation hear in this place, es-

pecially in so large an assembly,

when there is the least confusion.

While I address you, I wish to speak


