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other leading characters mentioned in the
Scriptures, who had operated in the various
dispensations, came and conferred upon
Joseph the various keys, powers, rights,
privileges and immunities which they en-
joyed in their times.

Again, Joseph was commanded to
preach this Gospel and to bear this testi-
mony to the world. He was taught the
same principles that were taught to Adam,
the same principles that were taught to
Noah, to Enoch, to Abraham, to Moses,
to Elijah and other Prophets, the same
principles that were taught by Jesus Christ
and the Apostles in former times on the
continent of Asia, accompanied with the
same Priesthood and the same organiza-
tion, only more fully, because the present
dispensation is a combination of the vari-
ous dispensations that have existed in the
different ages of the world, and which is
designated in the Scriptures as the dispen-
sation of the fulness of times, in which
God would gather together all things in
one, whether they be things in heaven or
things on earth. Therefore, whatever of
knowledge, of intelligence, of Priesthood,
of powers, of revelations was conferred
upon those men in the different ages, was
again restored to the earth by the minis-
tration and through the medium of those
who held the holy Priesthood of God in
the different dispensations in which they
lived.

Under the direction of the Almighty,
Joseph organized a church; and when
people were called upon to believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, to repent of their
sins, to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins and to
have hands laid upon them for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, those who did
believe and obey received the atten-
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dant blessings. Then the various offices
of the Priesthood began to be conferred
upon men who believed, and in due time
the quorum of the Twelve was organized,
whose commission was to proclaim this
Gospel to every people, to every nation,
to every kindred, to every tongue. Then
a quorum of seventy Elders was selected,
known by the name of Seventies; and
we now have some 76 times 70 of those
Elders.

A First Presidency was also organized
to preside over the whole Church in all
the world. Then there were High Priests
ordained whose office was principally to
preside as well as to preach the Gospel.
Then there were Elders, Priests, Teachers
and Deacons; and this organization was
given by direct revelation, by which the
Church has been governed from that time
until the present. Bishops were also ap-
pointed whose position in the Church was
clearly defined by the word of the Lord.
Then High Councils were organized for
the adjustment of all matters of difficulty,
for the correction of incorrect doctrine,
for the maintenance of purity and correct
principles among the Saints, and for the
adjudication of all general matters pertain-
ing to Israel. This was the testimony and
this is our testimony today to the nations
of the earth. The Lord stood at the head
as instructor, guide and director; and the
Elders were told to go forth and to preach
the Gospel to every creature, because con-
fusion, disorder, sectarianism and the
theories of men had been substituted for
the word and will, and the revelation, law
and power of God. These Elders were told
that we approached the latter times,
when God would have a controversy
with the nations, and the message which
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