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they had to proclaim was that which was
described by John when wrapped in pro-
phetic vision upon the Isle of Patmos.
Among other great and important events
he said, “I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, Saying with
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory
to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come.” This was the commission given by
the Lord to the Latter-day Saints. This is
the mission we have been trying to carry
out from that time to the present; and I
myself have traveled tens of thousands of
miles without purse or scrip, trusting in
God, to teach these holy principles, and so
have many of my brethren by whom I am
surrounded.

When we started we were told that we
were not sent to be taught, but to teach.
Why? Because the world was not in pos-
session of the principles of life, and there-
fore could not teach them. We went in
obedience to the direct command of God
to us through his servant Joseph, and we
have spread forth the Gospel among the
nations. And is there anything unreason-
able about it? No. Is it true? Yes. Is it
scriptural? Yes. Is it philosophical? Yes.
And I say today, not by way of boast-
ing, because we have nothing to boast
of (I have no intelligence but what I am
indebted to God, my heavenly Father
and my brethren for), that while I have
traveled through various parts of the
United States and the Canadas, also
in England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
France, Germany, and different parts
of the earth, among the wise and intel-
ligent as well as the poor and ignorant,
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among all classes of men—I have stood in
their halls and talked with their professors,
ministers, legislators, rulers, divines, judges
and wise men of every class, grade and po-
sition in life—but I have never met with
a man who could gainsay one principle of
the Gospel of the Son of God, and I never
expect to; because truth, eternal truth, as
it emanates from God, cannot be contro-
verted.

And what is the nature of the Gospel?
It is the same as that taught on the day of
Pentecost by the Apostles, when they cried
out to the multitude, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
That was the testimony which they bore
to the people. That is the testimony which
the Elders of this Church bear. There is
something about this that is reasonable,
that is intelligent, and that is susceptible
of proof. It was a very fair proposition for
the Apostle to make, promising the people
who would obey the requirements which
the Gospel imposes upon its adherents,
that they should receive the Holy Ghost.
And what should this do for them? It was
to cause their old men to dream dreams
and their young men to see visions, it was
to make their sons and daughters proph-
esy, it was to bring things past to their re-
membrance, to lead them into all truth,
and to show them things to come. This
proposition was not alone of a religious na-
ture, but it was also strictly philosophical.
The farmer sows oats or wheat, or plants
corn, and what does he expect? He expects
oats, wheat or corn, as the case may be, and
nothing else. There are laws and principles
in nature, in the vegetable, the animal and
the mineral kingdoms, as well as in all
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