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the works of God, that are true in them-

selves and they are eternal. There are

such metals as gold, silver, copper or

iron, each possessing certain distinctive

elements which they always did possess;

and the different bodies in their chemi-

cal relations possess principles that are

always true to unchangeable laws. It is

so also in regard to all the elements by

which we are surrounded, and also in

regard to the heavenly bodies. Because

of these unchanging laws, we know pre-

cisely when the sun will rise and when it

will set. We know when certain planets

or comets will appear and disappear. All

their movements are undeviating, exact

and true according to the laws of nature.

Now here is a principle of the Gospel

that will admit of as strong evidence as

anything in nature. What is it? "Re-

pent, and be baptized every one of you in

the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift

of the Holy Ghost." Or in other words,

sow wheat and you reap wheat; plant

corn and you gather corn. It was a bold

position to take. I remember that on

these points I questioned the Elder who

brought the Gospel to me. I asked, What

do you mean by this Holy Ghost? Will

it cause your old men to dream dreams

and your young men to see visions; will

it bring to pass the scripture which saith:

And on my servants and on my hand-

maidens I will pour out in those days of

my Spirit, and they shall prophesy? Yes.

Will it give you the permeating influence

of the Spirit of the living God, and give

you a certain knowledge of the principles

that you believe in?

"Yes," he answered, "and if it

will not, then I am an impostor."

Said I, That is a very fair proposi-

tion. Finding the doctrine to be cor-

rect, I obeyed, and I received that Spirit

through obedience to the Gospel which

gave me a knowledge of those princi-

ples which I simply believed before, be-

cause they were scriptural, reasonable

and intelligent, according to that scrip-

ture which saith, "If any man will do

His will, he shall know of the doctrine,

whether it be of God, or whether I speak

of myself."

I was ordained an Elder by the proper

authorities, and I went forth to preach

this Gospel. Other Elders went forth as

I did to the civilized nations, preaching

the same doctrine and holding out the

same promises. Some of them were not

very learned; some were not very pro-

foundly educated. We send a singular

class of people in our Elders. Sometimes

a missionary is a merchant, sometimes a

legislator, a blacksmith, an adobe maker,

a plasterer, a farmer, or common la-

borer, as the case may be. But all un-

der the same influence and spirit, all

going forth as missionaries to preach

the Gospel of light, of life and of salva-

tion. They have received the treasures

of eternal life, and they are enabled to

communicate them to others; and they

hold out the same promises. You who

hear me this afternoon, as well as thou-

sands upon thousands of others, have

listened to those principles, you have

had held out unto you those promises;

and when you obeyed the Gospel, you

received this same spirit; and you are

my witnesses of the truth of the things

that I now proclaim in your hearing,

and of the Spirit and power of God at-

tending the obedience to the Gospel, and

you will not deny it. This congrega-

tion will not deny it. When you yielded

obedience to the laws of God, obeyed


