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of the brave, and the asylum for the

oppressed? Cannot the people of this

nation afford to listen to the principles

of truth, and allow men who are fear-

ing God to assemble together to worship

Him according to the dictates of their

own consciences? Have we violated any

law of the United States in thus gath-

ering together and in thus worshiping

our God? Not that I know of. Have

we been opposed to the United States?

No! no! no! We never have, and we

are at the defiance of all men to prove

anything of the kind. There are false-

hoods set afoot by low, degraded, unprin-

cipled men. We believe that the Consti-

tution of the United States was given by

inspiration of God. And why? Because

it is one of those instruments which pro-

claims liberty throughout the land, and

to all the inhabitants thereof. And it

was because of those noble sentiments,

and the promulgation of those principles

which were given by God to man, we be-

lieve that it was given by the inspira-

tion of the Almighty. We have always

esteemed it in this light, and it was so

declared by Joseph Smith. Did we do

any wrong in coming here in the way

we did? I think not. Did we transgress

any of the laws of the United States? I

think not. Did we transgress any of the

laws of the nations we left? I think not.

We gathered together simply because we

were told there was a Zion to be built

up. And what was that Zion? The term

means the pure in heart. In connection

with our gathering, I would remark, that

a short time ago, at one of our public cel-

ebrations, there were twenty-seven na-

tionalities represented. This is in ac-

cordance with the scripture which says:

I will take them one of a city and two

of a family, and bring them to Zion. And

I will give them pastors after mine own

heart, that shall feed them with knowl-

edge and understanding. This is what

we find in the Christian Bible, and there

is certainly no harm in believing the

Bible. The Christians send their Bible

missionaries among us to circulate it,

and we are always glad to receive the

Bible and be governed by it.

Now, then, being gathered together,

we necessarily required some kind of so-

cial relations with each other, for when

we came here we brought our bodies

with us as well as our religion, and we

brought our wives and families with us

as well as our religion; and we needed

to cultivate the earth and build houses,

and plant orchards, and vineyards, and

gardens, and attend to the common af-

fairs of life. And then as we began to in-

crease we began to open and build farms,

hamlets, villages and cities. Is there any-

thing wrong in this? No. Finally, when

we came here we petitioned for a State

government, the people held a conven-

tion and a constitution was framed, and

forwarded to Washington. Congress re-

fused our application for a State, but

they gave us a Territorial form of gov-

ernment and named the Territory Utah;

and strange to say, how men and na-

tions change, they are trying to inter-

fere with us because of our polygamy,

and at that time the government ap-

pointed a polygamous governor, Brigham

Young. People change in their senti-

ments and views; I suppose they call it

progress. Apostle Orson Pratt, whom

you all knew, as soon as that revelation

was made public, went down to the city

of Washington, and there published the

doctrine of plural marriage and also lec-

tured upon it. The paper he published


