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was called The Seer, which many of you
brethren remember very well. They were
not in ignorance in relation to these mat-
ters. It was then well understood by the
nation that these were our sentiments, and
that President Young was a polygamist.
But passing on. Sometime after that,
we had some United States officials sent
out here, who were not polygamists,
but one of them went so far as to show
us what beautiful civilization they had
where he came from, and he left his wife
at home and brought with him a strum-
pet and took her on to the bench with
him, to let the people see how intelligent
and enlightened the people were in the
United States. However, fortunately for
him, there was no Edmunds bill then.
Still, we were not much edified. It might
be according to some people’s system of
ethics; it may be considered beautiful or
aesthetic by the admirers of this fast and
progressive civilization; but we could
not appreciate it, and the consequence
was, that the people felt indignant, they
looked upon him as a profligate, and
that he had defiled and disgraced the er-
mine. These were the sentiments of the
people then, and they are yours today,
for you have never been taught any-
thing else. He and some others went
back to Washington, and reported that
the “Mormons” were in a state of rebel-
lion; that they were a very wicked people,
very corrupt and very depraved, almost
as bad as some of our truth-telling minis-
ters make us out to be, for some of them
are not very notorious for telling the truth,
nobody believes them here; but then they
have reverend put before their names and
that, of course, covers—what is it? A mul-
titude of sins. And therefore, the menda-
cious stories that they tell and circulate are
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received as actual truth by thousands of
blind, ignorant, bigoted people, who,
doubtless, are far more sincere and far
more honest and pure in their lives than
these specimens of fallen humanity who,
in the garb of sanctity, manufacture false-
hoods and prepare them specially for the
vitiated taste of the age.

But to return; judges and other officials
were sent here, and suffice it to say, we did
not like their civilization; and, then, they
were not much enamored with ours, be-
cause whatever we may be in the estima-
tion of the world generally, we are utterly
averse to anything like licentiousness and
debauchery; and, if there is any among us,
we are indebted to our Christian friends
for it, and to our Christian judges for
maintaining and protecting it in our midst.
We have no affiliation with such things;
they cannot exist among us as a people,
only by the force, the power and influence
of this federal Christianity that has been
introduced among us. Until these people
came into our midst we had no house of
ill fame; and a lady could travel as safely
in our streets at any time of night as in the
day; we had no occasion to lock our doors
to prevent thieves from preying upon us;
we had no drunkenness, ribaldry or blas-
phemy in our streets; all these things have
been introduced among us by our good,
kind, pure, pious Christian friends, and in
scores of our remote settlements where this
civilization has not penetrated, they are free
from these vices today.

Now we will go back to the state-
ment of these men. They were believed
in Washington. What did they state?
Among other things they said that we
had burned the United States library, and
the court records, and that a dreadful
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