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state of anarchy was in existence; and in-
stead of the United States sending out a
commission to enquire into these matters,
they took the statement of a Lothario and
his associates, and sent out an army to de-
stroy us. And these troops were reduced
to gnawing mules’ legs about the vicinity
of Bridger, refusing salt when we sent it
to them—for we would have done them
good, notwithstanding they came as our
enemies. | remember writing a letter to one
of the officers who had a letter of introduc-
tion to me, and forwarded it by a messen-
ger; I told him that I was very sorry, that
as a United States’ officer, as an honorable
man, he should be placed in the situation
he was then in; because he could not help
it, as an officer, any more than we could, as
he was operating as a servant of the govern-
ment under military rule and had, there-
fore, to obey orders. And that while we
esteemed him and other officers as patriots
and high-minded, honorable men, who
had exhibited their patriotism and brav-
ery in Mexico and other places, and while
we heard of their excellent military equip-
ments, we did not like the idea of their
trying the temper of their steel upon us. I
told him that republics which reflected the
voice of the people were in many instan-
ces excitable and erratic, and that I looked
for a reaction in public opinion, and that
when that change came I expected the dif-
ficulties that the government had placed
us in would be done away, and that then I
would be glad to extend to him that cour-
tesy in our city that one gentleman should
extend to another, and would then be
happy to see him. But we could not meet
then of course; they could not come to us,
and we could not very well go out to them.
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So that the Latter-day Saints may know
the truth or falsity of the allegations made
by Judge Drummond, I will have the of-
ficial statement of Governor Cumming,
who came out with the army, read to this
congregation.

It would be unfair and disingenuous to
blame one administration for the acts of
another, yet when we see a disposition to
listen to the same kind of popular clamor
that then existed, we cannot but notice a
great similarity of circumstances.

[Elder L. John Nuttall then read the fol-
lowing extracts from the official statement
of Governor Cumming, which was dated
Great Salt Lake City, April 15th, 1858:]

“Since my arrival I have been employed
in examining the records of the Supreme
and District Courts, which I am now pre-
pared to report as being perfect and unim-
paired. This will, doubtless, be acceptable
information to those who have entertained
an impression to the contrary.

I have also examined the Legislative
Records and other books belonging to the
office of Secretary of State, which are in
perfect preservation.
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The condition of the large and valuable
Territorial Library has also commanded
my attention: and I am pleased in being
able to report that Mr. W. C. Staines, the
librarian, has kept the books and records in
most excellent condition. I will, at an early
day, transmit a catalogue of this library,
and schedules of the other public property,
with certified copies of the records of the
Supreme and District Courts, exhibiting
the character and amount of the public
business last transacted in them.”

Thus it appears that the allega-
tions made by our enemies were
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