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false, and the army was sent out under false
representations, and their own Governor
furnishes the evidence for their own refuta-
tion. Yet we were subjected to the indignity
and outrage of having an army sent among
us, predicated upon these false statements.

From the above and other similar ac-
tions manifested towards us as a people
we have learned in the sad school of ex-
perience, and by the things that we have
suffered, the excitability of the populace,
and the unreasonable, savage and relentless
feelings that frequently possess the people
in their antagonism towards us, to be very
careful, in all our acts among men, not to
excite that feeling of hate which seems to
be implanted in the human bosom against
the principles taught by the servants of the
Lord in all ages of the world.

Our mission is and always has been
peace on earth and goodwill to man, to
all men. We have in our midst Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians, Roman
Catholics and all kinds of “ites.” Does
anybody interfere with them? Not that I
know of. Yet there was a man, a professed
minister in Sanpete County—/[address-
ing President Canute Peterson of Sanpete
Stake] Brother Peterson, did you not
have a man in your Stake who got up a
sensation by publishing far and wide that
he had to preach the Gospel in Sanpete
with a revolver on his desk, to prevent
the “Mormons” from interfering with
him—was not that the purport of his
statement? [President Peterson: Yes, sir.]
Do you know the man? [Ans.: Yes, sir.] Is
he there yet? [Ans.: No, sir.] [Laughter.]
Others have stated lately that we were in
a state of sedition, and that in our dif-
ferent counties there were armed bodies

of men prepared to fight the United
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States. The person that made and pub-
lished this last statement was, as I under-
stand, also a minister, one of these rever-
end gentlemen. Do any of you know his
name? [A voice: Sheldon Jackson.] I am
told it was one Sheldon Jackson; a rev-
erend gentleman with a big R, a pious
man, of course, and therefore what he says
must be true. [Laughter.] We have a set
of people that seem to be prowling about;
I suppose, however, they are as necessary
as anything else; I do not know but what
they are. We have a species of birds called
buzzards, whose natural tastes are for any
kind of nauseous food; nothing suits them
better than to gorge on carrion. Like them,
these defamers are fond of trying to root
up something against our people here.
They themselves fabricate all kinds of no-
tions and opinions, similar to the above
that I have mentioned, that everybody here
knows to be false, and they circulate them,
and they have fanned the United States
almost into a furor. People generally are
ignorant of what these men and women
are engaged in. They think these persons
are honorable men and women; and they
get up a lot of stories about some poor
woman or some poor girl who has been
crowded upon by her husband, and that
in this state of polygamy there is the most
abject misery, and the greatest distress that
can be found anywhere. Are they true?
Some individual cases may be true. Some
of our men do not treat their wives right,
and then some wives do not treat their
husbands right. We do not all do right by
a great deal. I wish we all did right. But
supposing we were to go down to the pla-
ces where these people hail from, to the
slums of Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
Philadelphia, New York, and other
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