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and condemned throughout the United

States, they did not think it was any

crime for a man to be thus ignorant,

or they would not have sent him back

again. We hope the Commissioners will

be better educated, that they will be

men who can tell the difference between

1,300 and 18,500. Now we may be very

ignorant—and we do not boast much of

our intelligence, but when such people

perpetrate such palpable, flagrant out-

rages, we have to resort to a political

phrase in order to express our disgust to-

wards them by saying, "There is some-

thing rotten in Denmark." I have to be a

politician as well as everything else.

Still, in the midst of these things,

what are you going to do? Do the very

best we can. Are you going to rebel?

That would please our enemies, but we

do not have much of that spirit in us.

We feel to sympathize with people who

have no better judgment than to adopt

so suicidal and dishonorable a course as

that which has been pursued towards

us. Yet notwithstanding this, we are

unshaken towards the principles of our

government and believe that we have

got the best on the earth, these evils

arising from the corruptions of men and

maladministration. It is said that error

and falsehood will run a thousand miles

while truth is putting on its boots, but

truth ultimately will triumph, as accord-

ing to the old adage, "Truth, crushed to

earth, will rise again." And what will you

do? Contend for constitutional princi-

ples, or lie down and let the vicious, the

mendacious and unprincipled run over

and overslaugh you?

We have peacefully, legally and

honorably possessed our lands in

these valleys of the mountains, and

we have purchased and paid for

them; we do not revel in any ill-gotten

gain. They are ours. We have complied

with all the requisitions of law pertain-

ing thereto, and we expect to possess and

inhabit them. We covet no man's sil-

ver or gold, or apparel, or wife, or ser-

vants, or flocks, or herds, or horses, or

carriages, or lands, or possessions. But

we expect to maintain our own rights.

If we are crowded upon by unprinci-

pled men or inimical legislation, we shall

not take the course pursued by the law-

less, the dissolute and the unprincipled;

we shall not have recourse to the dyna-

mite of the Russian Nihilists, the secret

plans and machinations of the commu-

nists, the boycotting and threats of the

Fenians, the force and disorder of the

Jayhawkers, the regulators or the Molly

Maguires, nor any other secret or illegal

combination; but we still expect to pos-

sess and maintain our rights; but to ob-

tain them in a legal, peaceful and con-

stitutional manner. As American citi-

zens, we shall contend for all our liber-

ties, rights and immunities, guaranteed

to us by the Constitution; and no mat-

ter what action may be taken by mobo-

cratic influence, by excited and unrea-

sonable men, or by inimical legislation,

we shall contend inch by inch for our

freedom and rights, as well as the free-

dom and rights of all American citizens

and of all mankind. As a people or com-

munity, we can abide our time, but I will

say to you Latter-day Saints, that there

is nothing of which you have been de-

spoiled by oppressive acts or mobocratic

rule, but that you will again possess, or

your children after you. Your rights in

Ohio, your rights in Jackson, Clay, Cald-

well and Davis counties in Missouri, will

yet be restored to you. Your possessions,

of which you have been fraudulently des-


