
murders are entering into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth, and I tell you now, from 
the tops of these mountains, as a humble 
servant of the living God, that unless these 
crimes and infamies are stopped, this na-
tion will be overthrown, and its glory, pow-
er, dominion and wealth will fade away like 
the dews of a summer morning. I also say 
to other nations of the earth, that unless 
they repent of their crimes, their iniqui-
ties and abominations, their thrones will 
be overturned, their kingdoms and govern-
ments overthrown, and their lands made 
desolate. This is not only my saying, but 
it is the saying of those ancient prophets 
which they themselves profess to believe; 
for God will speedily have a controversy 
with the nations of the earth, and, as I 
stated before, the destroyer of the Gentiles 
is on his way to overthrow governments, 
to destroy dynasties, to lay waste thrones, 
kingdoms and empires, to spread abroad 
anarchy and desolation, and to cause war, 
famine and bloodshed to overspread the 
earth.

Besides the preaching of the Gospel, 
we have another mission, namely, the 
perpetuation of the free agency of man 
and the maintenance of liberty, free-
dom, and the rights of man. There are 
certain principles that belong to hu-
manity outside of the Constitution, 
outside of the laws, outside of all the 
enactments and plans of man, among 
which is the right to live; God gave 
us the right and not man; no govern-
ment gave it to us, and no government 
has a right to take it away from us. We 
have a right to liberty—that was a right 
that God gave to all men; and if there  
has been oppression, fraud or tyranny 
in the earth, it has been the result of the 
wickedness and corruptions of men and

has always been opposed to God and the 
principles of truth, righteousness, vir-
tue, and all principles that are calculated 
to elevate mankind. The Declaration of 
Independence states that men are in pos-
session of certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. This belongs to us; it belongs to 
all humanity. I wish, and the worst wish 
I have for the United States, is, that they 
could have liberality enough to give to all 
men equal rights, and, while they profess 
to have delivered the black slaves, that 
they strike off the fetters of the white men 
of the South, who have been ground un-
der the heel of sectional injustice, and let 
them feel that we are all brothers in one 
great nation, and deliver all people from 
tyranny and oppression of every kind, 
and proclaim, as they did at the first, lib-
erty throughout the land and to all people. 
That is the worst wish I have for them. 
And when I see them take another course 
I feel sorry for it. I would like if I had 
time to talk a little upon constitutional 
rights; I would like a little to discuss the 
unconstitutionality of that Edmunds bill; 
but it was ably done by many senators of 
the United States, and by others in the 
House of Representatives. Very ably done; 
and I honor the men who maintain such 
sentiments. It is true that most of them 
apologized and said that they were as 
much opposed to polygamy as anybody. 
Well, that is a matter of their own; they 
have a right to their opinions as much as 
I have a right to my opinion. Would I 
deprive them of that right? No, I would 
not. I preach the Gospel to the world. 
What is it? Force, tyranny and oppression? 
No: it is all free grace and it is all free 
will. Is anybody coerced? Did anybody
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