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coerce you, Latter-day Saints? Are any of
you forced to continue Latter-day Saints
if you do not want to? If you think you
are, you are all absolved today. We know
of no such principle as coercion; it is a
matter of choice. The principle that I
spoke of before—that is, men receive the
Holy Ghost within themselves, is the ce-
menting, binding, uniting power that ex-
ists among the Latter-day Saints. What
right have I to expect that members of
the House of Representatives or the peo-
ple of the United States should advocate
polygamy? They would not understand
it. Nor would it be reasonable for us to
expect it at their hands; but what I ad-
mired in those Senators and Members
was their fealty to the government, to
the Constitution and the maintenance of
the freedom and the inalienable rights of
man, of every color, creed and profession.

I will relate a little conversation that
I had with President Hayes, when he
was here, on the subject of polygamy. I
said to him, we are not generally un-
derstood by the people of the world,
by the outsiders; and I can look with
very great leniency upon the action of
members of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, the governors, and
others who have expressed strong in-
dignation against this principle. From
your standpoint, you think we are a cor-
rupt people; you think it is a part or
portion of the thing you call the social
evil, that permeates all classes of soci-
ety, and is sapping the foundation of the
life of so many throughout the land. You
think that we are trying to introduce
something that is encouraging licen-
tiousness and other kindred evils among
the people, and to legalize these things
by legislative enactment and other-
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wise, and trying to popularize and make
legal those infamies. I continued, that
is a false view to take of the subject.
Mr. President, I have always abhorred
such practices from the time I was quite
young; when I have seen men act the
part of Lotharios, deceiving the fair sex
and despoiling them of their virtue, and
then seeing those men received into so-
ciety and their victims disgraced, ostra-
cized and esteemed as pariahs and out-
casts, I could not help sympathizing with
a woman that was seduced, I looked
upon the man who seduced her as a vil-
lain; I do so today. Said I, when Joseph
Smith first made known the revelation
concerning plural marriage and of hav-
ing more wives than one, it made my
flesh crawl; but, Mr. President, I re-
ceived such evidence and testimony per-
taining to this matter, scriptural and
otherwise, which it was impossible for
me as an honest man to resist, and be-
lieving it to be right I obeyed it and
practiced it. I have not time now to
enter into all the details; but in re-
gard to those honorable gentlemen in
the Senate who maintained the princi-
ple of constitutional rights and who de-
clare, as I declare today, that that in-
strument which was then gotten up was
unconstitutional in several particulars,
I could not expect them to advocate my
religion; it is not their business, but is
mine and yours. They can take what
religion they please; we do not wish to
force our religion nor our marital re-
lations upon them, nor have we ever
done it, nor could we do it if we wished,
for this principle is connected with the
Saints alone, and pertains to eternity
as well as time, and is known to us by
the appellation of "celestial marriage."
It does not belong to them, nor does



