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it pertain to all of our own people. None

but the more pure, virtuous, honorable

and upright are permitted to enter into

these associations. Now I speak to the

Latter-day Saints, who are acquainted

with what I say. If I state untruths,

tell me, and I will consider you my

friends, and the friends of this commu-

nity. Should we preach the doctrine of

plurality of wives to the people of the

United States? No; you know very well

that it is only for honorable men and

women, virtuous men and women, hon-

est men and women who can be vouched

for by those who preside over them, and

whom they recognize as their Presidents;

it is only such people as these that can

be admitted to participate in this ordi-

nance. You know it. I know it, you Pres-

idents of Stakes know it and the people

know it. There are any number of people

in this Territory who are good people in

many respects, but who cannot come up

to that standard. That is the position we

occupy in relation to this principle.

If the United States were to ask us

if we could give to them the same ordi-

nance, we would say, No; no, we can-

not. Why can you not? Because it is

a religious ordinance, as I have stated;

because it connects men and women to-

gether for time and for eternity; be-

cause it associates people of this world

in the next; because it makes provi-

sion for our marital associations in the

other world, and that while we have

our wives here we expect to have them

in eternity; and we believe in that doc-

trine that reaches beyond time into eter-

nity. Others make their marital rela-

tions to end in death; their covenants

last only till death does them part.

Ours take hold of eternity, they en-

ter into the eternal state of existence,

and contemplate an eternal union of the

sexes, worlds without end.

We believe in the resurrection of

the dead and the life in the world to

come; and not only in the resurrec-

tion of the male, but also of the fe-

male. We believe also in eternal unions,

union on earth and in heaven. And as

the heavens declare the glory of God,

and the stellar universes roll on accord-

ing to eternal laws implanted in them

by the Deity, and perform their revo-

lutions through successive ages, so will

man progress and increase—himself, his

wives, his children—through the eterni-

ties to come. Who is injured by this faith?

Cannot a great and magnanimous na-

tion afford the privilege to enjoy these

principles without passing bills of pains

and penalties for the belief and enunci-

ation of such divine, ennobling and God-

like principles?

Man is a dual being, possessed of

body and spirit, made in the image of

God, and connected with Him and with

eternity. He is a God in embryo and will

live and progress throughout the eter-

nal ages, if obedient to the laws of the

Godhead, as the Gods progress through-

out the eternal ages. Is it a thing in-

credible in this generation that God shall

raise the dead? Is it a thing incredi-

ble that the finest and most exalted ties

and sympathies of humanity, sanctified

by family relations—pure undefiled love,

should continue in the resurrection?

We have no fault to find with our

government. We deem it the best

in the world. But we have reason

to deplore its maladministration, and

I call upon our legislators, our gover-

nors and president to pause in their ca-

reer and not to tamper with the rights

and liberties of American citizens, nor

wantonly tear down the bulwarks of


