
bring them up. As God lives we will not 
permit such infamies in our midst; you 
will not commence your fashionable mur-
ders here. And I will say now, Wo to this 
nation and to the nations of Europe, or 
any people among any nation, that sanc-
tions these things. Have you not read that 
no “murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him?” What shall be thought of those 
unnatural monsters, the slayers of their 
own offspring? This revolting, unnatural, 
damnable vice may be fashionable, but 
God will require this crime at their hands. 
Wo to men and to women that are li-
centious and corrupt, depraved and de-
bauched, and especially wo, tenfold wo, to 
the murderers of helpless innocence. I tell 
you this in the name of the Lord. If these 
things are not stopped, God will arise and 
shake the nations of the earth and root out 
their infamies.

Now then what shall we do?
We do not wish to place ourselves in a 

state of antagonism, nor to act defiantly, 
towards this government. We will fulfil the 
letter, so far as practicable, of that unjust, 
inhuman, oppressive and unconstitution-
al law, so far as we can without violating 
principle; but we cannot sacrifice every 
principle of human right at the behest of 
corrupt, unreasoning and unprincipled 
men; we cannot violate the highest and no-
blest principles of human nature and make 
pariahs and outcasts of high-minded, vir-
tuous and honorable women, nor sacrifice 
at the shrine of popular clamor the highest 
and noblest principles of humanity!

We shall abide all constitutional law, as we  
always have done; but while we are God-fearing  
and law-abiding, and respect all honorable

men and officers, we are no craven serfs, 
and have not learned to lick the feet of op-
pressors, nor to bow in base submission to  
unreasoning clamor. We will contend, inch  
by inch, legally and constitutionally, for 
our rights as American citizens, and for the  
universal rights of universal man. We stand 
proudly erect in the consciousness of our 
rights as American citizens, and plant our-
selves firmly on the sacred guarantees of the  
Constitution; and that instrument, while it  
defines the powers and privileges of the 
President, Congress and the judiciary, also  
directly provides that “the powers not 
delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respective-
ly or to the people.”

I have heard it boasted by British states-
men, that as soon as a slave planted his 
foot on British soil, his fetters were bro-
ken and he was a free man. It is the proud 
boast of Americans that her flag floats for 
all; and while Congress claims the right of 
dominion and legislation over territories, 
with that same right is associated the right 
of manhood, freedom and American citi-
zenship. We need have no fears, no trem-
bling in our knees, about these attempts 
to deprive us of our God-given and con-
stitutional liberties. God will take care of 
His people, if we will only do right. I am 
thankful to say that you are doing pretty 
nearly as well as you know how. There 
are many things among us that are wrong, 
many things that are foolish, but gener-
ally you are seeking to fear God and keep  
His commandments. Now, treat your  
wives right, but do not subject yourselves to 
the infamous provisions of the Edmund’s 
act more than you can help, avoid
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