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all harsh expressions and improper ac-
tions, act carefully and prudently in all 
your social relations. Be wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves. A gentleman in 
Washington told another, who related it to 
me, in answer to the question, What will 
the “Mormons” do with their wives and 
children when this bill passes? He was told: 
Turn them out in the streets as we do our 
harlots. I say in the name of God we will 
not do any such thing, and let all Israel say, 
“Amen.” [The vast congregation, amount-
ing to from 12,000 to 14,000 persons, re-
sponded, “Amen.”] We will stand by our 
covenants, and the Constitution will bear 
us out in it. Among other things, that in-
strument says that Congress shall make no 
law impairing the validity of contracts. You 
have contracted to be united with your 
wives in time and in eternity, and it would 
not do for us to break a constitutional law, 
would it? [Laughter.] Others may do it, but 
we cannot. We cannot lay aside our honor, 
we cannot lay aside our principles; and if 
people cannot allow us freedom, we can al-
low freedom to them and to all men. We 
will be true to our wives and cherish them 
and maintain them, and stand by them  
in time, and we will reign with them in 
eternity, when thousands of others are wel-
tering under the wrath of God. Any man 
that abuses his wife, or takes advantage of 
this law to oppress her, is not worthy of

a standing in the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints; and let the congregation 
say, “Amen.” [The immense congregation 
responded by a loud “Amen.”]

Now, what will we do in our relations 
with the United States? We will observe 
the law as we have done, and be as faith-
ful as we have been. We will maintain our 
principles and live our religion and keep 
the commandments of God, and obey ev-
ery constitutional law, pursuing that course 
that shall direct us in all things.

Brethren and sisters, God bless you and 
lead you in the paths of life, and give you 
wisdom; be calm and quiet; all is well in 
Zion. You need not be under any fears 
about anything that may transpire, as 
though some strange thing had happened. 
We have met such things before; we can 
meet them again. God has delivered us 
before. He will deliver us again, if we put 
our trust in Him and remain true to the 
covenants we have made with Him. Our 
trust is in God. You have heard me say be-
fore, Hosanna, the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth; and if this congregation feels as 
I do we will join together in the same ac-
claim. Follow me.

[The speaker then repeated and was 
followed by the congregation: “Hosanna! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! to God and the Lamb, 
forever and ever worlds without end, 
Amen, Amen and Amen.”]
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