
to form my own conclusions and express 
my opinions thereon, regardless of the 
opinions of other men.

I ask myself, What law have you bro-
ken? What constitutional law have you 
not observed? I am bound not only by al-
legiance to the government of the United 
States, but by the actual command of God 
Almighty, to observe and obey every con-
stitutional law of the land, and without 
hesitancy I declare to this congregation 
that I have never violated, nor transgressed 
any law, I am not amenable to any penal-
ties of the law, because I have endeavored 
from my youth up to be a law-abiding 
citizen, and not only so, but to be a peace-
maker, a preacher of righteousness, and not 
only to preach righteousness by word, but 
by example. What therefore have I to fear? 
The Lord Almighty requires this people to 
observe the laws of the land, to be subject 
to “the powers that be,” so far as they abide 
by the fundamental principles of good gov-
ernment, but He will hold them respon-
sible if they will pass unconstitutional mea-
sures and frame unjust and proscriptive 
laws, as did Nebuchadnezzar and Darius, 
in relation to the three Hebrew children 
and Daniel. If lawmakers have a mind to 
violate their oath, break their covenants 
and their faith with the people, and depart 
from the provisions of the Constitution 
where is the law human or divine, which 
binds me, as an individual, to outwardly 
and openly proclaim my acceptance of 
their acts?

I firmly believe that the only way in 
which we can be sustained in regard to 
this matter by God our Heavenly Father 
is by following the illustrious examples 
we find in holy writ. And while we re-
gret, and look with sorrow upon the acts

of men who seek to bring us into bondage 
and to oppress us, we must obey God, for 
He has commanded us to do so; and at the 
same time He has declared that in obeying 
the laws which He has given us we will not 
necessarily break the constitutional laws of 
the land.

I wish to enter here my avowal that 
the people called Latter-day Saints, as has 
been often repeated from this stand, are 
the most law-abiding, the most peaceable, 
long-suffering and patient people that can 
today be found within the confines of this 
republic, and perhaps anywhere else upon 
the face of the earth; and we intend to con-
tinue to be law-abiding so far as the consti-
tutional law of the land is concerned; and 
we expect to meet the consequences of our 
obedience to the laws and commandments 
of Godlike men. These are my sentiments 
briefly expressed, upon this subject.

Now I desire to read another passage in 
a revelation given in 1834, which will be 
found on page 364 of the Doctrine and 
Covenants, commencing at the first verse:

“Verily I say unto you, my friends, be-
hold, I will give unto you a revelation and 
commandment, that you may know how 
to act in the discharge of your duties con-
cerning the salvation and redemption of 
your brethren, who have been scattered on 
the land of Zion;

Being driven and smitten by the hands 
of mine enemies, on whom I will pour out 
my wrath without measure in mine own 
time.

For I have suffered them thus far, that 
they might fill up the measure of their in-
iquities, that their cup might be full;

And that those who call themselves after 
my name might be chastened for a little sea-
son with a sore and grievous chastisement, be-
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