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cause they did not hearken altogether

unto the precepts and commandments

which I gave unto them.

But verily I say unto you, that I have

decreed a decree which my people shall

realize, inasmuch as they hearken from

this very hour unto the counsel which I,

the Lord their God, shall give unto them.

Behold they shall, for I have decreed

it, begin to prevail against mine enemies

from this very hour.

And by hearkening to observe all the

words which I, the Lord their God, shall

speak unto them, they shall never cease

to prevail until the kingdoms of the

world are subdued under my feet, and

the earth is given unto the saints, to pos-

sess it forever and ever.

But inasmuch as they keep not my

commandments, and hearken not to ob-

serve all my words, the kingdoms of the

world shall prevail against them.

For they were set to be a light unto

the world, and to be the saviors of men.;

And inasmuch as they are not the

saviors of men, they are as salt that has

lost its savor, and is thenceforth good for

nothing but to be cast out and trodden

under foot of men.

But verily I say unto you, I have

decreed that your brethren which have

been scattered shall return to the land

of their inheritances, and build up the

waste places of Zion."

It is somewhere written as the word

of God, that the enemies of the people of

Zion can do nothing against but for Zion.

Now let us review for a few moments

the history of the Church, and see how

far the acts of the enemies of this peo-

ple have gone towards nullifying those

words.

When Joseph first looked upon

the face of the Father and the Son

in 1820, until the Book of Mormon

was translated and published to the

world in 1829, his enemies did not cease

their efforts to destroy him; they sought

his life continually; they blackened his

character; they maligned and proscribed

him, and his name was cast out as evil

among all men. But mark you, at the be-

ginning of this period Joseph was a lad

of a little over fourteen years of age; and

during the nine years of persecution he

was but a boy; he had no vast congre-

gation as we see before us this morn-

ing to sustain, encourage, or cheer him

in his ministry and labors. He stood

alone in the world, friendless and de-

spised, cast out, maligned and perse-

cuted on every hand. But did the work

cease? Did his enemies prevent him

from performing the mission which he

had been sent to accomplish? They tried

and they did their utmost. They not

only made frequent attempts to imprison

him under the law, but they made sev-

eral attempts to take his life, and thus

stop the progress of the work in which

he was engaged. They spared neither

pains nor means, nor did they shrink

from hypocrisy, falsehood and misrepre-

sentation to accomplish their purposes;

but they signally failed, and he con-

tinued to steadily pursue his course,

and performed his work, translated the

plates, published the Book of Mormon,

and in 1830 organized the Church of Je-

sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, accord-

ing to the law of the land.

When the Book of Mormon was pub-

lished and the Church organized, did

they cease their endeavors? Did the ha-

tred of the world diminish? Did the

wicked stop their persecutions? Did

they refrain from slandering, misrep-

resenting, and otherwise attempting to

obstruct the progress of this work?

No, they did not, but on the contrary,


