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himself lives, that it will be triumphant.

But I do not suppose it would be wis-

dom in God to show us all the vicissi-

tudes and changes, the trials and per-

secutions through which we may have

to pass in order to reach this consum-

mation, because if He did we might get

fainthearted before we were prepared to

enter into that trial. We may have to

be driven again. I do not say we shall

be driven; I do not believe we shall—but

what has been done may be done again.

And supposing we were driven again,

what would be the result? Is it not fair to

presume—have we not good grounds to

believe from the experience of the past,

that if we should be again driven and de-

spoiled of our homes, we should rise up

somewhere else, many fold greater and

more numerous than we are now? The

enemies of God can do nothing against,

but much for, the work of God. Is it not

written that the God of heaven has set

His hand for the last time to establish

His kingdom upon the earth, never more

to be thrown down, and no more to be

left to another people? Are we not as-

sured by the word of God, ancient and

modern, that its destiny is onward and

upward, until the purposes of God con-

cerning this great latter-day work are

consummated? This seems to be a point

difficult for many to comprehend; but

when comprehended it is a key to the

whole matter. What God has decreed

cannot be annulled by the learning, wis-

dom, wealth, power, numbers or cun-

ning of man! There is no power beneath

the celestial kingdom that can stop or

impede its progress one iota. Its des-

tiny is onward and upward—man may

fail, but the purposes of God will not.

All His enemies, combined with the cun-

ning and perfidy of the infernal spirits

by which they are moved to hate, hound,

and pursue him unto death, failed, sig-

nally failed, even in the crime of murder-

ing him, to prevent Joseph Smith from

accomplishing his mission; he filled his

destiny and sealed his testimony with

his blood. And his blood is upon this na-

tion and upon all the nations that have

consented to that terrible deed inasmuch

as they do not repent of their sins and

obey the Gospel of salvation which is be-

ing preached unto them.

My childhood and youth were spent

in wandering with the people of God,

in suffering with them and in rejoic-

ing with them. My whole life has been

identified with this people, and in the

name and by the help of God it will be

to the end. I have no other associa-

tions or place of abode. I am in this

respect like Peter when the Savior, on

seeing the people turn away from Him,

asked him, Will ye go also? Said Pe-

ter, Lord, if I leave Thee whither can I

go, Thou hast the words of eternal life.

We have nothing else to do save to keep

in the narrow path that leads back to

God our Father. That is the channel He

has marked out for us to pursue, and it

is our duty to press on; we cannot turn

aside, we cannot switch off; there is no

side track, it is a "through train" and

its destiny is already fixed and mapped

out. We have got to meet opposition

as it presents itself, battling against it

with the weapons of truth which God

has placed in our hands. And we must

make up our minds that this world with

all its pleasures is as dross compared

with the excellency of the knowledge of

God. He intends to try us and prove

us, and He has a right to do it, even

to the death if need be, and only those

who endure to the end, who will not


