76 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

flinch, but will maintain their integrity at
the risk and sacrifice of their all, if need be,
will gain eternal life, or be worthy of the
reward of the faithful.

I am thankful to God that circumstances
are as well with us as they are. He has delivered
His people thus far and blessed them from

the beginning. His word has been fulfilled
concerning them, and will be fulfilled from
this time henceforth until His purposes
shall be accomplished with regard to them,
providing they keep his commandments,
which, that they may do, is my prayer, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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I feel disposed to read a few verses from
section 43 of the Doctrine and Covenants,
a book containing the revelations of God
to the Latter-day Saints, communicated
through the prophet Joseph Smith.

(The speaker then read the whole of the
section, commencing at the 17th verse.)

There is one thing I wish to say to the
congregation, and I would say the same
to the whole world if I had the power—
it is this: I have heard the Prophet Joseph
Smith say on several occasions when
speaking on the agency of man, and
the liberty and rights of men, that if he
were emperor of the earth, having
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control of the whole human family, he
would give every man, woman and child
the right to worship God according to
the dictates of their own conscience, leav-
ing them to be responsible alone to their
Creator for their individual acts. These
are my sentiments, and they are the senti-
ments of this people today, and have been
from the beginning of the organization of
this Church, and I trust will be to the end
of time. And this we believe to be a prin-
ciple emanating from heaven; and while
we accord this right to our fellow men,
and while we declare it to be a heaven-born
right guaranteed unto all American citizens
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