
through the Constitution of our country, 
we claim the exercise of the same right our-
selves; and we claim this right and privilege 
under the Constitution under which we 
live, and we claim it by the laws of God to 
man. And whenever any people rise up and 
attempt to make war upon the rights of 
men because of their religion, they go be-
yond their right, they transcend their own 
powers, whether their power be derived—
either from God or man.

You may wish to know why I make 
these remarks. I will tell you. Because God 
himself grants this right to every human 
being upon the earth irrespective of race or 
color; it is part of the divine economy not 
to force any man to heaven, not to coerce 
the mind but to leave it free to act for itself. 
He lays before His creature man the ever-
lasting Gospel, the principles of life and 
salvation, and then leaves him to choose 
for himself or to reject for himself, with the 
definite understanding that he becomes re-
sponsible to Him for the results of his acts.

It is upon this principle that we as 
Latter-day Saints assert our rights and en-
deavor to enjoy our privileges. And we are 
accorded this right in accepting the Gospel 
dispensation in which we live, and in be-
lieving in the Old and New Testaments, 
the records of God’s people who lived in 
what is called the old world, as well as in 
the Book of Mormon, the history of the 
ancient inhabitants of our land, which re-
cords are in harmony with each other, bear-
ing witness of the one great Head and of 
the Gospel which He taught in Jerusalem 
and Judea, and which His Apostles 
preached after He left them. It is, in fact, 
the same Gospel that has been taught to 
man in every age and dispensation, as there

is but the one Gospel, and that Gospel is 
adapted to the wants and conditions of all 
men. It is the Gospel of Truth, and truth 
alone can make us free, free from sin and 
from the power of the adversary. And this 
is the Gospel which we have received, and 
which we take the liberty of preaching to 
our fellow men.

I do not suppose that there has been 
any dispensation upon the earth in which 
a greater variety of evidence, or important 
evidence of the divinity of the latter-day 
work has been given than that which is 
occurring, and that will continue to oc-
cur until the second coming of the Son 
of Man. There is no man upon the earth 
who believes in the literal fulfillment of 
prophecy as contained in the Old and New 
Testament, but who must in his heart be-
lieve that the God of heaven will in the 
latter days set His hand to perform a great 
work and a wonder in the earth; that He 
will call forth His Church out of the wil-
derness of darkness and establish it upon 
the foundation of Apostles and Prophets 
with Christ Jesus as the chief corner stone. 
There is no man who believes in the 
Revelation of St. John who does not believe 
in his heart that in the last dispensation the 
angel as seen and described by John in his 
vision, will fly through the midst of heaven 
having the everlasting Gospel to commit 
to man again upon the earth, and that this 
Gospel is to be preached in plainness and 
power to every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people upon the whole earth. There is  
no man that believes in the literal fulfill-
ment of the revelations of God through 
the Prophets who does not believe that 
the Lord will in the latter days gather a 
people together out of every nation un-
der heavens and that He will also gather  
the dispersed of Judah—the Jews—that
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