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have been trodden under the feet of the

Gentiles for the last 1,800 years for shed-

ding the blood of the Messiah.

I wish to bear my testimony to all

men within the sound of my voice and

those to whommy words shall come, that

we are living in that dispensation of God

to man that every Prophet and Apos-

tle that has ever breathed the breath

of life has pointed to. I bear my tes-

timony that God, in fulfillment of the

Revelation of St. John, has sent the

heavenly messenger to communicate to

man the everlasting Gospel. And why

did the Lord reveal to John that this

would be done? Because the "falling

away" spoken of by Paul had already

commenced; because John in his exiled

condition sensed keenly that the Church

would be overcome and driven from the

earth, and by way of encouragement to

him and information to all who would

believe his word, the Lord showed him

what should take place in the future.

The Jews had rejected the Messiah, they

had crucified the Lord of life and glory

and they had also persecuted and taken

the life of the Apostles and others who

were left to represent his cause; and

John only was left, and they tried to

take his life; but, in consequence of the

promise he had received from the Sav-

ior prior to his death, they could not

do it: and hence they exiled him on

this island—called Patmos. When they

rejected the Gospel, they rejected it in

all its power and glory, its blessings,

its gifts and graces, and also the ordi-

nances of the Holy Priesthood—Aaronic

and Melchizedek. With regard to Priest-

hood we differ from the Christian world.

We believe there is no man in heaven

or upon earth that administers in the

ordinances of the Gospel without the

Priesthood, and we defy the whole world

to point to a single passage of scripture

from the time of father Adam down to

Jesus Christ, showing that any man had

power to administer in any of the ordi-

nances of the Gospel without the Priest-

hood. And we say as Paul said, in refer-

ring to this delegated power of heaven,

that "no man taketh this honor to him-

self, but he that is called of God, as

was Aaron," and he was called of God

through Moses with whom he commu-

nicated. Therefore men cannot legally

and authoritatively go forth to preach

the Gospel until they are sent; and men

cannot hear the word and be converted

by the same unless they hear it through

the mouth of a preacher who is sent, and

who has power to administer in the ordi-

nances of the Gospel.

The Lord has established his Church

and his kingdom; and we have been

laboring now fifty years and upwards

in carrying out the instructions which

he has revealed unto us in connection

with this work. And as men were for-

merly, so we have been commanded to

go forth and call upon men to believe

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and to re-

pent and be baptized for the remission

of their sins; and as they were autho-

rized, so have we been authorized to say

to all men who comply with these re-

quirements, that they shall receive the

Holy Ghost. But say the Christian sects,

these things are no longer necessary,

these outward ordinances are not now

essential to salvation. We believe they

are. In this, of course, we differ from

them, and we have a perfect right to. Je-

sus himself went to John when he was

baptizing in Jordan, and requested bap-

tism of him. John demurred, think-

ing himself unworthy, but Jesus satis-


