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which God has restored in connection

with the Gospel; and you came in fulfill-

ment of the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel,

Jeremiah and David, and others of the

Prophets who have spoken of you. The

question that arises in the minds of per-

sons who pass through our country and

see the labors of this people is, are we the

dupes of impostors? Was Joseph Smith

a deceiver? There is a way to test this,

and we have tested it to our satisfaction.

The great promise made to us when we

first heard the preaching of the Elders

of this Church was, that if we obeyed

certain requirements of the Gospel, we

should receive the Holy Ghost; and this

same promise is extended to the world of

mankind by our Elders who are still pro-

claiming these glad tidings of great joy. If

that promise had fallen we, my brethren

and sisters, would not have been here to-

day; and Utah would doubtless be as bar-

ren as it was when we found it in '47.

There is no question in our mind, as to

the divinity of the work in which we are

engaged. The Christian world questions

it. This, of course, we cannot help.

I want to say to the Latter-day Saints,

you are living in an important and in-

teresting time in your history, a time

when the principles of the everlasting

Gospel are being brought prominently

before the world, and it is but natural

that they should find their opposite in

misrepresentation and persecution. Je-

sus himself, together with every servant

of God of every age, while endeavor-

ing to bless and save mankind through

teaching correct principles, made them-

selves unpopular and become the sub-

jects of hatred and persecution. And

there is no doctrine so unpopular to-

day as the principles of life and sal-

vation as God has revealed them; and

there are none so unpopular as those

who believe in and practice the same.

Truth revealed from heaven for the sal-

vation of mankind always was unpopu-

lar, and always will be so long as the

world exists in its present state. Men do

not want truth, and therefore they reject

it, and they reject it today for the same

reason that men rejected it formerly, be-

cause they love darkness rather than

light. If the Latter-day Saints expect to

become popular in this day and gener-

ation, they will find themselves greatly

mistaken. There is a warfare going on

between truth and error, and this war-

fare will continue until He shall reign

whose right it is to reign.

I also want to say to the Latter-day

Saints, you should exercise faith in God;

you should make yourselves acquainted

with the revelations of God, and with

the promises He has made to His peo-

ple, fully believing that all will come to

pass as He has spoken it. And each

man claiming a standing among this

people should do his duty to the trust

committed to our charge. Our respon-

sibility is great before God and man.

Any people into whose hands is commit-

ted a dispensation of the Gospel has a

great responsibility. And Joseph Smith,

Brigham Young, and the Twelve Apos-

tles, would have been under condem-

nation and would have rendered them-

selves liable to the curse of God if

they had not gone forth into the world

and borne record of this work. Paul

was placed in the same position and

he sensed it, as is inferred from these

words: "Woe unto me if I preach not the

Gospel." And this is our position today in

relation to the world.

I have been with this Church

almost from its organization, and

have passed through the various


