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scenes of its early history. I have seen

its rise and progress, and have witnessed

the power of God manifested in behalf

of this people; and I want to bear my

testimony that the God of heaven has,

in fulfillment of the prophecies, set His

hand to establish His Church and king-

dom in the earth, which means no more

and no less than His rule and His gov-

ernment, and that He will accomplish it,

and there is no power upon the earth

or under the earth that can stay the

progress of Almighty God. But notwith-

standing this, we expect to meet with op-

position, with the hatred of the world;

this, in fact, is the legacy of the Latter-

day Saints. Said the Savior to his Apos-

tles, I have chosen you out of the world,

therefore the world hates you; if you

were of the world, the world would love

you as its own. It hated me before it

hated you. And what are we going to

do? We are going to trust in God. I have

no fears myself; I have never had since I

heard the first Gospel sermon by the El-

ders of this Church; for I know that God

lives, and that he has set his hand to es-

tablish his kingdom, and it will continue

to grow and increase until it shall fill the

whole earth. He has called upon us to

proclaim to the whole world the Gospel

of Christ, and we are doing it as fast as

circumstances and wisdom permits; and

we promise all men what the first El-

ders promised us, that is, if they yield

to the requirements they shall know for

themselves whether this work is of God

or man. Is there, I ask, any man or

set of men dare make such promises to

their fellow men? I answer, nay; nei-

ther could we do it, did we not know that

God would back up the word by impart-

ing the Holy Ghost. He has done so from

the beginning, and these people can bear

me witness.

The question may be asked, What

about the course our government is tak-

ing with us? Whatever our nation does or

may do, it will be held responsible before

God; and every emperor, king and ruler

will be held responsible for the use they

make of the power committed into their

hands. The Lord inspired the men that

framed the Constitution of our country,

and has guarded the nation from its

foundation, in order to prepare free peo-

ple in which to establish his kingdom.

Columbus was inspired of God to per-

severe as he did to discover this conti-

nent, and thus prepare the way for a

class of people upon whom the Spirit of

the Lord moved to follow; and when they

were oppressed hard enough they de-

clared themselves independent, and by

the help of God they established and

have maintained the government which

God gave our forefathers, which is one of

the best constitutional governments ever

known among men. One of its chief and

prominent characteristics is its guaran-

tee of religious liberty, permitting every

man to worship God according to the dic-

tates of his own conscience. This is a sa-

cred right granted by God himself to all

men; and when the rulers or legislators

of any land undertake by enactments of

law to step between man and his God,

they by that act become responsible, and

must sooner or later be made to answer

for interfering with a divine law. This

is the light in which we regard the po-

sition of our own nation in the steps

they have recently taken against us, as

a people. However, if I were to express

my feelings to Congress and the leading

men of our nation, and to our enemies

and the whole Christian world, I would


