
land from Palestine, their native land; and, 
it not only gives an account of this people 
but it foretells their future. A great future 
lies before this people in connection with 
the Latter-day work.

Our mission is not a mission of blood; 
it is not a mission of war, of strife or con-
tention, but a mission of peace on earth 
and good will to men; a mission to bring 
life and salvation unto the children of 
men who will receive it; a mission to make 
known the things that God has revealed for 
the happiness, glory and exaltation of his 
children, both in this world and the world 
to come. And what God has revealed to us, 
which we call our religion, is not only the-
oretical but eminently practiced. It could 
not be otherwise and be the Gospel of life 
and salvation. A religion that is exclusively 
theoretical, that is merely a matter of faith 
producing no legitimate works or fruits of 
that faith is dead. There are many dead 
forms of religion in the world; and as a 
matter of course they are without force and 
effect. But the Gospel of the Son of God 
revealed anew from heaven in our age and 
time, and which his people have espoused, 
is a living faith, producing in its votaries 
its legitimate fruits—love, joy, peace and 
good works. I am sorry to say, however, 
that we are not all examples of that living 
faith to the extent that God requires at our 
hands. In this respect it is with us as it was 
with others who preceded us; some of the 
seed lies fallen by the way side, producing 
little effect in them that received it; some 
has fallen in stony places, and as anciently,  
such rejoice for the time being, but alas! 
when tribulation or persecution arises,  
they having not much depth of soil, are 
easily uprooted. Some again has fallen

among thorns, and the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it becomes unfruitful. But 
blessed are those who break up the fallow 
ground of their hearts, thereby preparing 
themselves by suitable reflection, medita-
tion, humility and prayer, overcoming the 
evil that is in them by the good, that the 
seed when sown, may take deep root and 
spring forth and bear precious fruit, some 
thirty, some sixty, and some one hundred 
fold, according to the depth of the soil and 
the strength and cultivation of the mind.

I said our religion was eminently prac-
tical, as true religion cannot be separated 
from true practice. It teaches us to visit the 
fatherless and the widow in their affliction, 
and to keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world; it teaches charity and love one to-
ward another, and to assist to bear each 
other’s burdens, and be one in Christ Jesus. 
Just before the Savior was offered up upon 
the cross he prayed to his Father in behalf 
of his disciples and those who should be-
lieve on him through their ministrations, 
that they might be one with him as he was 
one with the Father.

Now it is quite a fine thing in the es-
timation of the Christian world to preach 
about Jesus and his doctrines; but when it 
comes to practice it is quite another thing. 
One of the main objects of the Latter-day 
Saints is to become united, both spiritu-
ally and temporally. The clergymen of 
America who have been foremost in work-
ing up the late furor against the “Mormon” 
people, who have met in solemn conclave 
and dictated resolutions and gotten up 
memorials to Congress, and who have 
traveled and visited the noted cities as lec-
turers, among whom may be mentioned
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