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siderable extent. But it is too serious

a matter to be treated in a jocose style.

And, yet, one can hardly resist the temp-

tation, it is so ludicrous to see people pro-

fessing the same holy religion, to be fol-

lowers of the meek and lowly Jesus and

his righteousness, and preachers of his

Gospel arrayed on each side, stirring up

the people to war, urging them on, and

praying to the same God for the success

of each others' arms. Now, I ask, is this

an ensample of Christian unity such as

the Savior prayed for, when he asked the

Father that all that should believe on

him through the words of his disciples

might become one even as he and the Fa-

ther were one?

The Latter-day Saints, as I have be-

fore remarked, are far from being as

yet what the Lord requires them to be.

But that spirit which accompanies the

fulness of the Gospel, and which the

Latter-day Saints have received through

the preaching of the Gospel and through

obedience to its requirements, has so

far made their hearts as one, causing

them to see eye to eye, and to gather

together upon this land of Joseph, that

they might learn more fully the ways

of the Lord and walk in his paths, and

cultivate the Christian unity which the

Savior prayed for. And this appears

to be the head and front of our offend-

ing. Polygamy is ostensibly the cry; but

what reflecting man that is posted in

the history of the times, believes that

this has a particle of influence upon

our statesmen? They admit, accord-

ing to their own showing, that there is

more immorality, depravity, whoredom,

and the terrible consequences of the so-

cial evil in one of the great cities of

the Union in a single year than has

been in Utah ever since it has been

founded. They know this full well. They

know that we are a people of energy, of

industry and honest labor, a people who

do not labor with a view and desire to

build ourselves up at the expense and

ruin of our neighbors; but a people who

labor to gather from the elements around

us, producing the comforts of life for our-

selves and families. They recognize in us

a people who have planted a flourishing

commonwealth in the heart of the great

American desert, and made it possible to

populate the surrounding Territories.

In 1847, the standard of the Amer-

ican nation was planted on this Tem-

ple block. I assisted in planting it; and

many around me today participated in

those early scenes. At the same time the

country lying west of the Sierra Nevada

and between it and the Pacific Coast,

was held under the American flag by the

Mormon Battalion, who under General

Kearney captured the State of Califor-

nia from the Mexican government and

held it for the United States govern-

ment until this country was ceded to the

United States by treaty on the 22nd of

February, 1848. The stars and stripes

were planted between the Rocky Moun-

tains on the east and the Sierra Nevadas

west by "Mormon" colonies, and west to

the Pacific coast by the "Mormon Bat-

talion," and, the country held for the

American government. We proceeded

to the establishment and organization

of civil government. This great basin

country between the mountains was in-

corporated into the State of Deseret, a

provisional government was organized

for the State of Deseret, a republican

constitution was framed and adopted

by the people; the country was divided

into counties and precincts, local govern-

ment was organized, laws adopted and

delegates sent to Congress to ask for


