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admission into the Union. At the same

time the gold hunters were flocking to

California after the "Mormon Battal-

ion" revealed the first gold which they

brought to light while dragging Cap-

tain Sutter's mill race. Some of the

men are still in our midst who brought

about these results, who first revealed

to the astonished world the gold of Cal-

ifornia, and who raised the first furor,

which resulted in thousands flocking to

the Pacific coast. And mark you, the

first colony of settlers upon that Pacific

coast after the capture of that country

through the valor of the "Mormon Bat-

talion," was a "Mormon" colony shipped

from the New England States, who took

with them a printing press, and planted

their feet upon the shores of San Fran-

cisco, and there issued the California

Star, in 1847, which was the first pub-

lication in the English language west

of the Rocky Mountains—the first free

press hailing the American flag and pro-

claiming American liberty, the principles

of free government; and at the same

time we planted a free press in this

city, whence was issued the DESERET

NEWS, proclaiming those principles to

all the world.

Both California and Deseret pre-

sented themselves at the same time,

through their delegates, knocking at the

door of Congress, praying for admission

into the Union. The prayer of Califor-

nia was accepted; that of Deseret was re-

jected.

Jesus had occasion to ask this ques-

tion of the Jews: If a son shall ask

bread of any of you that is a father,

will ye give him a stone? or if he ask

a fish, will he give him a serpent? It

might ill become me perhaps, to ap-

ply these words to our national gov-

ernment; but the facts are that when

we presented ourselves as the State of

Deseret, precisely on equal footing with

that of California, with equally a demo-

cratic government and republican consti-

tution, both of which States had been or-

ganized out of the old Mexican States of

Upper California, and which had been

recently captured from the Mexican gov-

ernment, and presented themselves to

Congress on equal footing; one was ac-

cepted, the other rejected. Instead of

granting to Deseret a State government,

Congress gave us a territorial form of

government under the Organic act of

1850. It is true it extended to us cer-

tain rights of self-government, but to a

limited extent. We had the right of rep-

resentation in the Legislative Assembly,

but those rights were clipped by the ab-

solute veto of a Federal Governor; nor,

indeed, is the absolute veto of a Federal

Governor the only veto held over the Ter-

ritorial Legislature, Congress itself re-

serving to itself a right to annul the acts

of the Legislative Assembly, though re-

ceiving the signature of the Governor.

But if the Governor chooses to withhold

his signature no matter how wholesome

or necessary the measure, it cannot be-

come law, nor would he be, under the

Organic Act, required to assign any rea-

son for it. The mere whim of a man,

a stranger to our country who has but

little, if any, practical knowledge of our

needs, and who himself is not a taxpayer,

probably may deprive a whole commu-

nity of people of their legal rights. Such

is the territorial form of government,

not of all Territories, for with the excep-

tion of Utah and New Mexico, this abso-

lute veto power does not exist on Amer-

ican soil. Other Territories as well as

the States, and the United States, may,

through a two-thirds vote of their legis-

lature, pass any measure over the veto

of its executive.


