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But what does this signify? It says

to us, "we are not willing to trust

you with the rights and privileges of

self-government in common with other

American citizens; and it is deemed ad-

visable that we should hold this check

upon your legislature." But notwith-

standing we have been shut out from

Statehood, we have prospered and grown

into a flourishing community of people.

On several occasions we have

renewed our efforts by appealing

to Congress for the rights of self-

government; but on every occasion we

have been put off. But we have contin-

ued to prosper, and yet we have received

no aid from the general government in

establishing and maintaining schools, as

other portions of the country have. We

have built our schoolhouses and main-

tained our schools, and educated our

children as best we could. And here let

me say that Utah will compare favorably

in educational matters with any portion

of the United States, even the older and

richer States; and while the number of

children is three times that of other pop-

ulations, yet, they are all enjoying the

benefits of a common school education

at least; and as the higher schools are

being established the facilities for more

extensive education are accessible.

We have opened up farms and estab-

lished towns and cities over this vast

country, of 500 miles in extent. We

have established mills and have pro-

duced the various cereals and vegeta-

bles and fruits, and raised the beef

and mutton, and the wool to supply

our factories, and cotton, to manufac-

ture to a considerable extent, the cloth-

ing that we wear; and we have man-

ufactured to a considerable extent our

farming implements, and yet we are

under the necessity of largely importing

manufactured goods. And, today, Utah

enjoys prosperity equal, if not superior

to any other Territory, and, indeed, some

of the Western States.

Now these are facts patent to the

world. And with such facts can they in

their inmost souls look upon this people

as a vicious people, or as a wicked, li-

centious people, as a people who are in-

fluenced by worldly considerations and

fleshly lusts? Are these the works of

the licentious and dissolute? We invite

the people of the United States to attend

our Sabbath School Unions and attend

the public gatherings of the people where

they congregate; we invite their states-

men and honorable men and women of

all classes to come and visit us and learn

facts as they exist, instead of swallow-

ing greedily the malicious calumnies and

misrepresentations set afoot concerning

us by those who know little or nothing

about us; or if they have known anything

about us, they have sold themselves to

the Devil long since, and they are of their

father the Devil, who was a liar from the

beginning, and his works they will do;

and when honest people come among us

we ask them not to sit themselves down

and allow themselves to be corralled by

the lying hypocrites that are fanning the

flame of persecution, and never come in

contact with the people they desire to

know and understand. Why is it that

honorable men should act as though they

were ashamed to learn the truth? Why is

it they do not come and hear and see for

themselves both sides?

We are accused of disloyalty. We

are accused of being governed by

priestcraft, and that we are subjects

of the one-man power. Here we

would pause and respectfully say, in


