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pered with. And for many years, almost

from the commencement of that effort to

break down the barriers of the Consti-

tution and to settle this vexed question

of slavery by violence—from that time

politicians have sought to sustain them-

selves in violent, revolutionary and un-

constitutional measures by foisting into

the Supreme Court partisans who are al-

ready imbued with extreme political no-

tions and ideas, whose carrying them

with them on the bench has resulted

in many decisions which after ages will

greatly deplore and point out as the step-

ping stones to the destruction of our

free institutions. But it remains for the

Congress of the United States in 1882

to strike the blow at human freedom

which places a vast people who have en-

joyed their freedom in part only for 35

years in these mountains, at the dis-

posal of a returning board to be sent

here by the President. This is the ob-

ject of the Edmunds' bill. Its framers,

its advocates and supporters scarcely ex-

pect anything from it toward the extin-

guishing of polygamy; but they do ex-

pect from it the transfer of our flourish-

ing Territory into the hands of the ene-

mies of the "Mormon" people. And they

expect to disfranchise whom they will,

and decide who may vote and who may

hold office, who may become members of

the Legislature, etc., and vice versa; and

then dictate what laws they shall make,

and then dictate how the people shall be

taxed to pay their salaries and expenses,

unless forsooth, Congress shall, accord-

ing to the recommendation of President

Arthur, reconsider that part of the law

and make provision for their salaries.

It is not my purpose to attempt to

foretell the consequences of this class of

legislation. We shall all see for ourselves;

but if our neighbors, our Gentile friends

can stand it, we can; and if our nation

can stand it, we can; and if our states-

men and the people who elect them and

countenance their acts can stand it, we

can; and if merchants, miners, bankers,

agents, speculators, etc., among us can

stand it, we can. If the taxes should be

doubled up, and burdens put upon the

people, and they can stand their share

of it, we can stand ours, because we are

used to it, and they are not. If they

can confine themselves to one woman,

I know we can. (Laughter.) The proof

of the pudding you know, is in the eat-

ing. We do not intend to be worried;

we have already passed through many

very trying places, and we still expect to

find an outlet. I am reminded often of

our experience when traveling through

some of the narrow gorges in our moun-

tains; it often appears that our road has

come to an end against a mountain, but

when we get close up to it, we find a

turn, and we keep traveling; and this

is sometimes often repeated in a day's

travel, until, at last, our road opens out

and a broad, beautiful valley is in sight,

which never fails to bring feelings of re-

lief to the weary traveler, especially if he

is not familiar with the road. Such has

been our experience in the pilgrimage of

life up to the present time, and we con-

fidently expect that He who has led us,

through His Holy Priesthood, will con-

tinue to open up our way, and He will do

so if we keep our covenants with Him.

Amen.


