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overstate the matter when I say that

they are as attentive to their duties gen-

erally as I have ever seen them. Good

health has generally prevailed. I think

probably we have had more sickness in

this city and neighborhood than in any

other part of the Territory. The peo-

ple are increasing and spreading abroad,

taking root in the land. In the southern

part of the Territory they are not pros-

pering to so great an extent as they are

in the middle and northern part, owing

to various causes. Still there is an excel-

lent feeling throughout all these settle-

ments, and they are looking hopefully to

the future.

I have often thought in looking at the

calmness and serenity of the people, and

the peace which prevails in their hearts,

and in their habitations and settlements,

that it is not among the least wonder-

ful features of this organization that a

people, who are so much maligned, at-

tacked and threatened as are the Latter-

day Saints, should be found living so

undisturbed by these things and appar-

ently enjoying themselves as they do.

There is scarcely a week passes, or has

passed for years in which there have not

been some threats uttered and circulated

against us. "Terrible things going to be

done with the Mormons; we are going to

have them all disposed of now; we shall

have this Mormon question all settled,

and the problem so thoroughly solved

that it will never require to be meddled

with again."

Threats of this character have been

in circulation now for years, and every

time they have been alluded to it seemed

to those who made them as though their

plans would be likely to be success-

ful. In the case of any other people

it would repress all energy and devel-

opment, it would frighten everybody,

and, in fact, no one would want to live

in a community that was in such con-

stant jeopardy. But so far as my observa-

tion has extended the people, as I have

remarked, are full of peace and quiet,

undisturbed by the prospects for the fu-

ture. In fact they feel quite happy and

rejoice that they are counted worthy to

have their names cast out as evil. It is

one of the most remarkable features con-

nected with this work that a people so

few in number, naturally so quiet and

inoffensive, molesting no one, interfer-

ing with no one's peace or enjoyment,

threatening no one, minding their own

business, peacefully pursuing their var-

ied pursuits, should create such a stir in

the world as we are doing. It might be

thought that the 150,000 people who live

in the Territory of Utah, would be such

an insignificant people and so utterly

beneath the notice—so far as numeri-

cal strength is concerned—of the world

at large, that they might be permitted

to pursue the course which is marked

out for them without interference and

without so much agitation respecting

them. But I was told yesterday by a

federal official who had just returned

from the east—and I suppose it is true—

that there was no subject today that

seemed to have the importance in men's

minds that Utah had, and that wher-

ever he went, when it was known that

he was from Utah, everybody wanted to

talk with him about its affairs and its

people. Newspaper reporters were af-

ter him to find out what he could tell

them about us, and I am informed that

members of Congress and other leading

men are making the "Mormon question"

a special study. I hope they will thor-

oughly investigate it while they are at it;


