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worthy, because at the time when the
first of these revelations was given,
there was no such organization as the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints upon the earth; it did not have
an existence; and in the September
following its organization—that is five
months afterwards—another revelation
was given, in which it was stated still
more plainly who were to be gathered,
and the purposes for which they were to
be gathered, and this, too, before there
was a place designated as a place of
gathering. I have often said that if the
Prophet Joseph Smith had no other evi-
dence to show to the world of the divin-
ity of his mission, and of his prophetic
office, than that revelation alone, it was
sufficient in and of itself to establish
it; for this reason; that at the time it
was uttered, as I have said there was
no organization of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints; there was
no gathering place; no person had ever
witnessed such a proceeding as a peo-
ple belonging to one church gathering to-
gether and dwelling together in one or-
ganization. There was nothing of the
kind known; there was no organization
among the children of men that could
have given a hint of the possibility or
probability of such a great event taking
place. If other churches had done the
same, then it might have been thought
that the Prophet Joseph Smith could
easily have predicted that the people
that he would be the means of gathering
together, might do so also. But there was
no accessible record extant of the gather-
ing together of any people in this manner
at the time that Joseph proclaimed this
principle. Yet he, inspired of God, dared
to make this statement to the world, and
to publish it, and today, we who are here
are living witnesses of its fulfillment

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

—not of its complete fulfillment, but suf-
ficiently to make it one of the strangest
events that has ever been witnessed
among men. There have been many
circumstances surrounding the people
which have been of such a character as
to operate against their gathering. It is
not long since a Secretary of State is-
sued a circular to the nations of Europe
to check this very business of gather-
ing. I do not suppose that he knew that
Joseph Smith had made such a predic-
tion, or that God had inspired him to
give such a revelation, or that he ever
imagined for a moment that the word
of God was recorded upon this subject;
but he thought it would be a good thing
to stop the immigration of "Mormons."
Mobs have also done their part to accom-
plish the same end, by endeavoring to
break up the community and scatter its
members and frighten those who had not
gathered, so that they might be deterred
from coming. But notwithstanding all
these influences which have been oper-
ating from the beginning—commencing
as I said in a township, then spread-
ing to a county, afterwards to a State,
and to States, and then the Secretary
of State of our nation taking the mat-
ter in hand—notwithstanding all these
influences which have been operating to
check the gathering of the people to-
gether, they have gathered as we see
them today, and are still gathering, be-
cause God has said they should, and
there is no earthly power that can pre-
vent their gathering together, though it
need not surprise you if more thorough
measures than ever have been should be
taken to prevent the Saints from obeying
this command.

When the Elders of this Church
first went out, they went out without



