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Now, my brethren and sisters, the

Lord has made great promises unto us. I

have read you one from this Book of Mor-

mon. This land is a blessed land unto

all the inhabitants of the earth who will

act righteously, but is and will be cursed

to those who will not. There is a curse

and a blessing upon the land. No nation

can prosper in this land that works un-

righteousness, and it is a painful thing

to say that our own nation, unless it re-

pents, will meet with disasters sooner

or later. It pains us to say this, but

it is true. God has said it. It will

be true about us. This land can only

be blessed to us if we work righteously.

Let us turn round and oppress the weak

and do wrong, and God will curse the

land to us. There will be trouble in the

land among the inhabitants of the earth

as long as they work wickedness, just

as sure as God has spoken. There has

been no nation prospered as our nation

has. No government was ever framed

by man that is so strong and so good

and well adapted to the happiness of hu-

man beings as our government is. There

never was a better instrument framed

for the happiness of man than the Con-

stitution of the United States. The men

who framed it were inspired of God. The

men who fought the battles of the Rev-

olution were the same. Washington was

inspired of God; he was sustained by the

almighty arm of God; and the defeats

that the mother country received were in

accordance with the plan of God. This

land was kept for this purpose. For cen-

turies it was hidden from all the nations

of the earth. It was not until the 15th

century that God inspired Columbus to

go forth and seek a passage across the

Atlantic, and land upon some of the is-

lands adjacent to this continent. His

track was followed by others. All this

was in the mind of God. We have it

all plainly stated to us in this book (the

Book of Mormon), and the reasons for it,

the best possible reasons that could be

given. It is said that the Norwegians had

visited this country and that the stone

tower at Newport is evidence of it. The

Scandinavian antiquarians claim that it

was thus discovered; but if so, it was not

peopled. It remained hidden until the

15th century, and there was good reason

for it. This land would have been over-

run by other nations had it been discov-

ered earlier, and there would have been

no place for that which we now behold.

But God preserved it; and He has said

in the Book of Mormon, that so long as

the inhabitants of this land serve the

God of the land, who is Jesus Christ—

they shall prosper and no nation shall

have power over them. The Lord has

also said that there shall be no kings

upon this land. The attempt of Max-

imillian is an evidence of the truth of it.

Backed as he was by the power of France

and Austria, particularly by France, he

was killed for his attempt; for the Lord

has said there shall be no kings upon

this land, and that it shall be a land of

liberty unto the inhabitants thereof as

long as they serve the Lord. And the

prosperity that has attended the land

thus far is due to this blessing. Those

who contended for liberty in early days

were men who desired to serve the Lord.

They may have been mistaken in many

things, but they were zealous in this and

devoted to it, and many of them were

willing that every human being should

have the rights that they contended for

themselves. But this is all changed to-

day. There is a great change. You

and I cannot worship God as we desire,


