PEACE AND PROSPERITY OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

without being in danger. We are told that
it is because we are polygamists. Why, the
earliest privations which we had to contend
with, the scenes which are seared in the
memories of these aged people, and these
of middle age, were all passed through by
us when polygamy was not known. When
we chose to worship God, and said He
was a God of revelation today, the same as
He was 1,800 years ago. There were men
then, and there are men today, who would
destroy us because we exercise that belief.
Hence, I say, prosperity cannot attend a
people who will trample upon liberty in
that manner, and the party that arrays itself
against the work of God cannot prosper.
When men have power and do right
they will be sustained; but when they do
wrong they go against the eternal principles
of justice and against God. There are many
thousands of men who know that Utah has
not been fairly treated, but they have not
the courage to say so, because with many
who hold office it might cost them posi-
tion. Visitors come here and are impressed
with what they see, but many of them yield
to the force of public opinion and say what
they do not believe in their hearts. Thus
it is that the tide of calumny has swelled
and there is no one to throw obstacles in its
way; we have endured its full force as it has
rolled upon us, and must still stand up and
endure it. Although it is so painful, it is not
without profit; it teaches us many valuable
lessons. I hope it will have a good effect
upon us. I suppose it is to chasten us and
to keep us humble, and if it will teach us to
be liberal and not to oppress others, I shall
be glad: liberty for every man in the land
and every woman—Iliberty to the fullest
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possible extent for all, as long as they do
not trespass upon the rights of their fel-
lows. If a man wishes to worship an idol or
an animal, a bull, a calf, a dog, or a serpent
or anything else—liberty to do so as long
as his worship does not interfere with the
rights of his fellows. If he wishes to worship
the God of Heaven, all right, he should
not be interfered with. God has blessed the
land in the words that I have read in your
hearing, and if we were driven out of it, in
five years it would return to its original des-
olation. This land of desolation God has
changed into a fruitful field, because of
the blessing on the land, and as long as the
Latter-day Saints live righteously the land
shall be blessed to them. The climate will be
ameliorated; the soil will be fertilized; fruits
will grow as they have done in this valley.
When we first came here I remember
the thoughts of many. They did not be-
lieve that we could raise any fruit here,
and the man who first set out peach
stones was laughed at because of the idea
he entertained that they would grow.
Very few believed they would grow.
And today where can you find a better
land for fruit than this? I suppose when
we came many thought if we could raise
bread enough, it would be as much as we
could do, there being frost every month
of the year. But now it is so charming a
place that many covet it. When they got
up that raid against us a few years ago,
I was credibly informed that there were
certain men here who actually went
round and selected the places they would
occupy! They indicted Brigham Young,
Daniel H. Wells, and others for alleged
crimes, and the hope was that we would
scare away from here and then places
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