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could be had for the choosing.

But we came here to stay, here we

expect to stay, and here we shall stay

as long as we do right. And we shall

not only stay here, but we shall spread

abroad, and the day will come—and this

is another prediction of Joseph Smith's—

I want to remind you of it, my brethren

and sisters, when good government, con-

stitutional government—liberty—will be

found among the Latter-day Saints, and

it will be sought for in vain elsewhere;

when the Constitution of this land and

republican government and institutions

will be upheld by this people who are

now so oppressed and whose destruction

is now sought so diligently. The day will

come when the Constitution, and free

government under it, will be sustained

and preserved by this people. This is say-

ing a great deal, but it is not saying any

more than is said concerning the growth

of this work, and that which is already

accomplished. I have just turned to the

revelation upon this subject, which says:

"And it shall come to pass, among

the wicked, that every man that will

not take his sword against his neighbor,

must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And

there shall be gathered unto it out of ev-

ery nation under heaven; and it shall be

the only people that shall not be at war

one with another."

This revelation was given on the 7th

of March 1831. We have already be-

held and are now beholding its fulfill-

ment: the righteous are being gathered

and they are coming with songs of ev-

erlasting joy: and this was given be-

fore there was a gathering place, and

only eleven months after the Church

was organized. And it is a remark-

able fact that today—I do not say it

out of any improper feeling—our hands

as a people, by a singular providence, are

free from the blood of our fellowmen. We

were driven out of this land. Our ene-

mies were not content to let us remain

in the States, on the land that we had

purchased, they would not permit us to

occupy the homes we had built, but com-

pelled us to leave, and we came to the

Rocky Mountains. And when the civil

war broke out President Lincoln sent a

communication to Governor Young, ask-

ing him if he could send troops to guard

the continental highway and preserve

it from the attacks of Indians. He re-

sponded by sending out companies of

cavalry. They spent the time in guard-

ing the mail route against the Indians,

and thus, as I have said, our hands to-

day as a people, are free from the blood of

our fellow citizens by this singular prov-

idence, through the acts of our enemies.

Had we remained in the State of Illi-

nois, or in Missouri, we should have been

compelled—unless we had chosen to oc-

cupy a very anomalous position—to have

taken sides in this fratricidal war, a war

which Joseph Smith in the year 1832,

predicted would take place. The revela-

tion was printed in 1850—though known

to the church long before—stating that

the war should commence between the

north and south, at South Carolina. I

suppose there is not a boy who has been

brought up in this community who did

not know of the revelation years before

it was published, and, still longer, before

it was fulfilled. I know I was taught con-

cerning this revelation, when a boy, and

I knew the time would come when there

would be a bloody war between the north

and south and that it would commence in

South Carolina. Did it commence there?

Yes. Joseph Smith predicted it 28 years


