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before it occurred. And in the manner to

which I have alluded, we were driven out

and occupied a position where, though

we did not go to the war, our loyalty

to the Union could not be questioned,

for we responded to every call that was

made upon us. Though we deplored the

war, and did all we could by our preach-

ing, counsels and warnings to avert it,

we were true to our obligations; and yet

at the same time—though we have men

among us who took part in the war—as

a people our hands are clean from the

blood of our fellow men. Our Church

has not been divided into a church north

and a church south. It is a church

that belongs to the whole people of the

north and of the south, and there are

no sectional heartburnings in our midst.

God in his providence had made this a

place of refuge from the north and from

the south. They can come here without

heartburnings and without prejudice; no

civil broils, no disunion; they have noth-

ing to remember or forget connected with

us. It is a church that is adapted to

all. The black man is welcome, and

he is entitled to the rites of the Gospel,

though the Lord has shown that to his

race the Priesthood is forbidden. The

red man, and the yellow man and ev-

ery man of every race and of every kin-

dred and of every tongue, has a right

in this Church and will be received into

it and have place in it, just as sure as

God has spoken. And we shall be pre-

served from future broils and disunion

when they break out; we shall stand in

places where we can maintain our loy-

alty and our truthfulness and our honor,

and at the same time not interfere with

the rights of any human being.

I have talked longer than I in-

tended to. It is probably the last

opportunity I will have of addressing you

for some little time. I expect to leave

for Washington before another Sunday

comes. I desire earnestly in my heart

that I may have your faith and prayers.

I have felt greatly strengthened by the

knowledge that I have had your faith,

your confidence, and your prayers, and I

go out now hoping I shall still have these,

for they are more valuable to me than

anything else. I should go weak indeed

if I did not have the faith and prayers

and confidence of my brethren and sis-

ters. I do not believe there is another

representative in the world, it may be

said—and certainly not in our nation—

who has more cause for thanksgiving in

this respect than I have. I know I am

backed and sustained by my entire con-

stituency; I know I have their love and

affection; I know their hearts go with me,

and their feelings and affections are al-

ways towards me; I know in almost ev-

ery household prayers are offered in my

behalf; it gives me strength; and when

I am assailed and when our people are

assailed and our Territory, it gives me

strength to know we are united, and

that when I am in Washington, though

I may be alone—which I am in one sense

of the word—I have an influence and a

power attending me, in consequence of

this, that others do not have. God has

preserved us, and he will preserve us

and overrule evil for good. I feel hope-

ful and cheerful: this is a blessing God

has given unto me. In the midst of the

darkest hours I have always felt exceed-

ingly cheerful: fear has been taken away

from me.

I pray that you may be blessed

exceedingly of the Lord; that His

Holy Spirit may be poured out

upon you; that peace may be given


