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he is particularly to figure in it him-

self; that he has not entirely committed

it, even to angels; as represented in the

parable, so beautifully expressed in the

Book of Mormon, where the husband-

man calls upon his servants to come and

help him to prune his vineyard for the

last time; we are given to understand

that so we are called to be helpers to the

Lord our God, to prune his vineyard for

the last time.

We should not allow the cares or cor-

ruptions of the world to lead us to forget

that the work in which we are engaged

is the Lord's work; we should never for-

get that the work to which all are called,

God has undertaken to direct Himself;

especially as it was commenced in for-

mer dispensations, but, for obvious rea-

sons, remains to be consummated and

perfected in the dispensation of the ful-

ness of times in which we live. The Lord

has also told us specifically in his revela-

tions that it is his business to provide for

his people. Most encouraging words—

calculated to increase confidence in the

hearts of all those who walk by faith be-

fore him.

Furthermore, he has condescended to

tell us in the revelations given through

the Prophet Joseph Smith, "For behold, I

do not require at their (the Elders) hands

to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said

in a former commandment, even so will I

fulfil—I will fight your battles." Doctrine

and Covenants, section 105, verse 14.

One after another passages might be

repeated relating to the designs and pur-

poses of God, all going to show that he

has not let out the work to be done by

chance or to be controlled by others, but

that he will direct it himself.

Have we not evidence of these

facts? We have as pointed and

conclusive evidence of these things, al-

ready before us, as the Apostle Paul had

when he told the Hebrews that, through

faith the worlds were framed by the word

of God; through faith Abraham, when he

was called to go out into a place which he

should afterwards receive for an inheri-

tance, obeyed; by faith he sojourned in

the land of promise, etc. Let us look at

two or three prominent features of our

history for evidences of his divine favor

in overruling affairs for our welfare ac-

cording to the counsels of his own will.

In former times there was much de-

struction of life and a great deal of con-

tention between the enemies of God's

work and his people. The latter have

at different times gone forth, and that

by the holy command of heaven, to mor-

tal combat. The Lord has told us in

his revelations of the last days concern-

ing the laws which governed warfare in

the days of Abraham, of Lehi and Nephi,

etc., which are detailed very minutely in

the Doctrine and Covenants. He says:

"Behold, this is the law I gave unto

my servant Nephi, and thy fathers,

Joseph, and Jacob, and Isaac, and Abra-

ham, and all mine ancient prophets and

apostles.

And again, this is the law that I gave

unto mine ancients, that they should not

go out unto battle against any nation,

kindred, tongue or people, save I, the

Lord, commanded them. (Doctrine and

Covenants, sec. 98, verse 32, 33.)"

For an account of the laws that justify

warfare the Saints can read this section

from the 23rd verse to the end.

In those days there was more

contention or mortal combat permit-

ted and required, in order to main-

tain the rights of God's people and

establish righteousness before his


