
influence of the Latter-day Saints among 
them, until today it is not necessary that 
any, in this region of country, should have 
arms to protect themselves unless it be 
from professed friends. Is there no God in 
this? Look all around us, God has made 
even our adversaries to be at peace with 
us. He has made the blessings of peace to 
be multiplied around us, until the very oc-
casion for weapons of defense is removed. 
The wicked had no sooner forbidden 
us to bear arms when God in his tender 
mercies and parental solicitude removed 
the very occasion of defense, leaving us 
at peace with all around us. The glorious 
tidings, “peace on earth, and good will to 
man,” have come sounding to us through 
the ages, and they are being echoed and 
reechoed to us by the voice of those who 
hold the keys of the kingdom, and we 
see it not only in word but in power and 
demonstration of truth.

These are none other than the bless-
ings of God unto us, my brethren and 
sisters. We ought to think of these things; 
we ought to acknowledge in gratitude 
this dispensation of his providence; and 
we should make it our business to sanc-
tify ourselves before him; yea, let the man 
that has taken to his cups depart from 
them; and let he who has drunk of the 
spirit of the world, and who fraternizes 
with the ungodly, turn from the error of 
his ways, wash himself from the filth of 
unrighteousness and purify himself be-
fore God, and call upon his name that 
he may forgive and extend his pardon-
ing favor. It is to be deplored that there 
are so many that are so easily to be civi-
lized by this damning “civilization” that 
has come among us; it is an occasion  
of sorrow to the Latter-day Saints that  
so many are so easily drawn away to

affiliate with the ungodly. When we re-
member the mercies and blessings of God 
to us, it is a fitting time to turn and seek 
his face and favor afresh, and renew our 
covenants before him, and become worthy 
in his sight.

I might enumerate many other instances 
of the goodness and mercy of God unto us, 
how he fed the suffering Saints with quails 
on the banks of the Mississippi, how he 
sent gulls to rid us of the crickets when 
they threatened us with starvation here.

I must refer to the time when the Lord 
permitted the United States to send an 
army to Utah. It was told to us that there 
were a million of bayonets in the States 
ready to be turned toward Utah. We did 
not count them, but we know the details 
of their coming and how the soldiery ar-
rived here. They came with their mouths 
full of ribaldry, full of threatenings, full of 
animus and destruction towards President 
Young, his family, the Apostles, and to-
wards all that were immediately associated 
with them, threatening to hang them like 
Haman upon a tree. But God in his mer-
cy before they got here very much cooled 
their ardor; and when they arrived they 
came as harmless as any 4th of July cel-
ebrators. They marched in quiet through 
our streets, no man daring to commit an 
indignity as they passed.

Our Heavenly Father sanctified this to 
our good, for while they scattered much 
means among us, scarcely an act of hostility 
was committed, and, when the time of ter-
rible destruction came they marched away 
to the violence of death. Is not the hand  
of God to be seen in this? If so, should we 
not acknowledge with thanksgiving his 
mercy in thus making us the objects of
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