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The Lord has given unto us these

rights, which we are learning to appre-

ciate, but which the world know nothing

of. Is it to be wondered at that they do

many things, as did those who slew the

Savior, concerning whom he said, "They

know not what they do?"

The rulers of our land have under-

taken to set snares for our feet, to bring

us into subjection to the political will of

the Republican party to teach us how to

promote party discord, be oppressed with

heavy taxes and become burdened with

debt. Let us put our trust in the living

God, and see that while we violate no

law of man unnecessarily, that we do not

violate any of the laws of God, so that

we may be entitled to His protection and

that his blessing may abide with us.

Not desiring to occupy too much time,

I would exhort my brethren and sis-

ters to renew their diligence in trying to

honor the Lord by keeping his command-

ments, remembering our obligations to

each other; that we continue preach-

ing the Gospel to the nations, gather-

ing the honest in heart who receive the

word through the ministrations of the

Elders; and inasmuch as this is God's

work we have no need to fear. There are

those who dwelt here in 1848-9, who for

days and weeks, scarcely tasted bread.

Those who have passed through these

scenes will never fear anything that may

come upon us again. I often think of

the peculiar circumstances of the Savior

when upon the earth, who when Herod

the Great sent word to him, inquiring

who this Jesus of Nazareth was; the an-

swer of the Savior being, Go tell him

that the birds of the air have nests, and

the foxes have holes, but the Son of

Man hath not where to lay His head.

Think of it my friends; He by whom

the worlds were created, who gave the

law upon Mount Sinai; He who commu-

nicated with the brother of Jared, direct-

ing him to cross the sea and people this

continent; He who was and is our great

Ruler came and dwelt in the flesh, in-

stead of making himself the possessor of

houses and lands and earthly substance,

had not where to lay His head. And after

passing through a life of sorrows he was

tried for His life, when the judge washed

his hands, saying, he found no fault in

Him. The fact was He was above the law,

He was without sin, and of the things of

which they tried to convict him he was

not guilty, wherein he said he was the

Son of God, which they, in their blind ig-

norance, looked upon as blasphemy.

Now, we are charged with blasphemy,

because we believe and declare that the

holy Priesthood has been restored to us

from heaven. It is made blasphemy

to believe that Peter, James and John

were sent from heaven to earth to ordain

Joseph and Oliver, and because, as they

had been instructed to do, they ordained

others to the same Priesthood, and then

commissioned them to go to all the world

and preach the Gospel. This is put forth

and published as one of the blasphemies

that we believe in which has made us to

incur the displeasure and wrath of this

self-righteous generation. While we con-

template that the Prophets of God have

been slain, their blood ruthlessly shed,

and the nation has never made an ex-

pression to exculpate themselves from

the act, they have never even expressed

their disapproval of it, but, on the con-

trary, multitudes have said, they were

glad of it, but that they disliked the way

in which it was done.

While this is upon the nation and


