THE LORD'S WORK, ETC.

until they wash their hands of it, we can
but look upon them with sorrow and ap-
prehension and dread for thus acquiesc-
ing in breaking and overriding the fun-
damental laws of the land; for if these
things can be inflicted upon us they can
be done to others. And they have been
to others. Do you not recollect when the
army came here, it was the nation's first
effort against the "Mormons," against
what they were pleased to term a "twin
relic"—polygamy; and having extirpated
the "twin relic" of the south—slavery,
which was deemed necessary to secure
the triumph of the republican arms, now
the attack is made again upon the people
representing the remaining "relic." They
and we are in the hands of God, and it be-
comes us to move on in all our duties qui-
etly, peaceably and prayerfully. The na-
tion, of course, can cause us a great deal
of bodily and mental suffering if God per-
mits. They have already shown what
they are capable of doing by their depri-
vations and arbitrary rule in the south;
and we have every reason to believe they
would do as much for us were it the plea-
sure of the Almighty to permit them.

The few men now sitting in Congress,
from the Southern States, who had
the manhood and the moral courage to
protest against the measure, which has
since become a law, aimed directly at
our liberty and rights, knew from experi-
ence the effects of military law, and those
usurpations which have tended to ruin
their country after the desolation caused
by the war. They had been through the
furnace, they could feel anew the burn-
ings of the fire, and they could see the
grief into which we are to be crowded.

The question with us is, are we
sufficiently devoted to the interests
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of the kingdom of God to enable us to
confidently believe, without a doubt, that
he will sustain us in all that we may be
called upon to pass through? If we are
he certainly will not permit any more to
come upon us than we can endure and
that will be for our good; because he
is that God who is nearer to us than a
friend or a brother.

He had told us that those who kept
his commandments had no need to break
the laws of the land. We made no law
nor passed any ordinance contrary to the
laws of the land; the lawmakers of the
nation made the law which brought us in
conflict with our government; and, there-
fore, we must look to him to overrule this
conflict, and trust that he will do better
for us than we know how to ask or even
to think for ourselves; provided, we pur-
sue the path of duty faithfully and stead-
fastly.

I pray that we may so take consider-
ation of our ways that we shall not feel
vindictive to those who are vindictive to-
wards us; but, on the contrary, rise above
such a feeling upon the more elevated
platform which was introduced by the
Savior, in which he taught his disciples
to do good to them who despitefully used
and persecuted them. This is a lesson
that we have not fully learned.

May the Lord bless and prosper all
who seek to do his will, and may his
mercy be multiplied to all nations until
the ends of the earth shall see the sal-
vation of our God, and until the king-
doms of this world become the king-
doms of our God and of His Christ; may
we live and our generations after us
to perform efficient and faithful service
in bringing about his purposes. Oh,
that our enemies might see the error
of their ways, repent as in dust and



