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ashes and place themselves in a con-

dition to receive the favor of God, and

thereby escape the terrible judgments

that must sooner or later overtake those

who willfully battle against the truth.

It remains for us to continue to

bear our testimony to the world, to

build our Temples, in which to per-

form the work for ourselves and our

dead, essential to salvation and exalta-

tion in his kingdom, and to build up a

Zion to the glory of God. That this may

be our determined purpose to a faith-

ful consummation, I humbly pray, in the

name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
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It is with great pleasure that I meet

with you, my brethren and sisters, in

Conference today. And though in some

respects I am not feeling very eager to

address so large a congregation as has

assembled this afternoon, still we all

know that if we can get the influence

and assistance of the Spirit of the Lord,

there is no difficulty in speaking or ad-

vancing such thoughts and suggestions

as are suitable.

It seems to me that of all men I

ought to be most thankful. I cer-

tainly feel exceedingly happy in being

in your midst, in beholding your faces, in

sharing in your meetings, in partaking

of your spirit; I am thankful I have this

privilege, for such I esteem it.

I have been absent, as you all know,

for some sixteen weeks. During my

absence I have enjoyed myself very

much, that is, considering the circum-

stances. I have had excellent health,

and I do not know that I ever felt bet-

ter in my life, under the circumstances,

than I have during the past winter.

Of course there has been considerable


