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discussion upon our cause and question,

and considerable has been said about

us; but so far as my individual feelings

have been concerned, I have not been

disabled, not for a single second. There

is an excitement about this warfare, and

the consciousness that victory will even-

tually perch upon our banners and that

we are on the winning side, that makes

such a contest pleasurable. I know this,

that when everything is still—when the

stream is quietly flowing along without

a ripple—I begin to be uneasy. I ex-

pect you do. We have been accustomed

now for so many years—in fact it may

be said from the beginning—to contend-

ing with the turbulence of the elements;

to battling with angry waves, that it

seems to be the natural condition for us

to be in. At any rate, we know when

this is the case that somebody is a lit-

tle disturbed about us, and that some

think it necessary to be stirring up op-

position against us. With the activity

which prevails at home in the curious

departments of the work, the zeal that

is being manifested among the Saints by

the leading men in the various Stakes of

Zion: with the labors of the home mis-

sionaries, the Young Men's and Young

Women's Mutual Improvement Associa-

tions, the Relief Societies, the Sunday

Schools, and the various organizations

which have taken shape in our midst,

together with the union of the people,

and the sending of missionaries abroad

in such numbers with all these things at

work, tending to consolidate the people,

to make them of one heart and one mind,

to preach the principles of truth, to de-

clare to the inhabitants of the earth the

salvation of our God, and to leave them

without excuse for rejecting the truth;

I say, with all these activities at home

and abroad, together with the build-

ing of Temples—a great work which de-

volves upon us as a people; with all these

things, it is no wonder to me that op-

position should be fierce, and that there

should be a great deal of talk about the

"Mormons." We have been taught from

the beginning that this would be the

case; the earliest teachings that I can re-

member were to this effect, leading me

forward, as you were led forward, to an-

ticipate just such things, just such a war-

fare as that in which we are involved.

Year by year, as this work develops, as

the purposes of God unfold, do we see

the literal, the definite fulfillment of the

predictions that were uttered years and

years ago concerning the work of God.

The Prophet Joseph Smith's name

has been known for good and evil among

all the inhabitants of the earth, being

regarded by some as a man divinely in-

spired, a prophet of the living God, his

words treasured up as the words of a

prophet should be; and by others, he is

looked upon as an impostor, an ignora-

mus, a man in fact too bad to live. This

Joseph Smith, who is thus known and

has this repute among various people,

is gradually being lifted up and made

prominent, and through his being lifted

up and made prominent the name of

our God, whose servant he was, is be-

ing glorified. Thus Joseph Smith, whose

predictions were uttered fifty years ago,

and from that time down until he sealed

his testimony with his blood nearly 37

years ago—this Joseph Smith is be-

ing proved to be a prophet, not by

the Latter-day Saints alone—for we are

doing comparatively little towards the

vindication of his prophetic views, of

this divine calling; for we are a feeble

people; we are a people few in num-


