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ber, but the inhabitants of the earth, nu-
merous as they are, by their words and acts,
are establishing the divinity of his mission
and proving that he is the man that we
have testified he was from the beginning.

To me the ways of the Lord are very
wonderful when I thus contemplate them.
How wonderful are the Lord’s works! How
wondrous are His doings in the midst of
the inhabitants of the earth! How strange-
ly, and by what singular means he brings
to pass his great and glorious purposes,
using men, using nations, using govern-
ments, as seems good to him, to effect his
divine purposes! Those of us who have
been brought up in this Church, who
can remember the days that are past, the
days of our weakness, the days of our op-
pression, the days when we were a broken
and a peeled people, can call to mind how
unlikely it was that the teachings we have
received concerning this work would ever
be fulfilled. We had faith that they would
be. But it required the eye of faith and a
heart of faith to see or to comprehend that
they would be, as they have been, devel-
oped through the years that have inter-
vened until the present time. The fulfill-
ment of these teachings and predictions
has brought to us confirmation of our
faith; brought to us more and more with
the greatest impressiveness the truth of that
which we were told, and which, as I have
said, was so unlikely to be fulfilled.

In the beginning, this work, before
it was an organized body, that is when
it was in its embryo, when but a few
men had any knowledge concerning the
purposes of God connected with it, ex-
cited hatred and brought forth conten-
tion. An obscure young man, without
worldly influence, without advantageous
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surroundings, declared that God had again
spoken from the heavens and that angels
had again descended to the earth; testi-
fied that the Church of Christ was about
to be reestablished with its old powers,
and that the everlasting Gospel, the old
plan of salvation was to be again restored
in its original purity, and with it the old
authority, the everlasting Priesthood, by
means of which men and women could be
inducted into the Church of God by the
administration of the old ordinances, and
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, with its
attendant powers and blessings. The mere
declaration of these things by a young
man who was thus obscure, without influ-
ence, without the prestige of education or
birth, immediately excited a fever in the
neighborhood; an excitement was aroused,
and men began to persecute him; they
began to tell lies about him; they began
to bring false charges against him. There
was a restlessness begotten that could not
be accounted for upon natural principles,
or upon anything they could see with their
natural eyes; it was entirely unaccount-
able. His family was calumniated; he was
calumniated and slandered; every act of his
life was turned over and made evil of, and
charges of wrongdoing were hurled against
him of which he was entirely innocent, and
for which there was not even the color or
semblance of truth.

On next Wednesday, fifty-one years
will have elapsed since the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized.
It then consisted of six members. Not very
numerous; you can count them on your
fingers. It might be thought that so insig-
nificant a body of people would escape at-
tention. Not so, however. The whole coun-
tryside was aroused. A terrible thing had
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