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that God is a hearer of prayers and that
he will answer their petitions when they
call upon him in faith. Thus they went,
traveling through the United States and
Canada, and afterwards crossing the ocean
to the Old World, proclaiming there the
same truths. A strange thing to be heard
in Great Britain—Great Britain! Who had
been sending out her missionaries by thou-
sands to the remotest parts of the earth;
who considered herself as dwelling in the
blaze of Gospel truth, and occupying the
foremost rank among civilized and enlight-
ened nations! A strange thing for men from
the wilds of America to come and preach to
them the truth of heaven, to tell them the
contents of their Bible. Presumptuous as it
seemed, the Elders, nevertheless, did this.
They had received the dispensation of the
Gospel, and, like Paul, they felt it would
be woe unto them if they did not preach
it. And they went from land to land un-
til every continent, almost every land, has
been visited by them.

While the missionaries were thus en-
gaged, the work at home did not cease.
Persecution at home was not arrested.
Mobs continued to gather together as
they had done before the Elders crossed
the ocean; and it was not then the cry
that “these Mormons were introduc-
ing patriarchal marriage, which we
think hurtful to our civilization;” that
was not the charge. In the early days
the charges urged against the Saints
when they went out West to the lim-
its of the Republic, were, that they be-
lieved in anointing and in laying hands
upon the sick; that they believed in
revelation; that they believed in proph-
ets; that they listened to the counsels
and teachings of those prophets. Was
not this very dangerous? But this was
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not all. It sounds very queer in these days
to think that one of the gravest charges
made against the Latter-day Saints by the
mob that drove them from their homes
in Jackson County was that they were
Yankees and abolitionists! Designing
men, seeking for pretexts that would an-
swer the purpose of inflaming the minds
of ignorant people, seized and used this
as a good ground upon which to base de-
signs for expulsion. Missouri was a slave
State, and the Latter-day Saints were in the
main New England people; they who were
not were from New York, Pennsylvania
and other middle States. But they were
known as Yankees, and, as their enemies
asserted, abolitionists—a suitable people
to be pounced upon and driven out. They
were driven out from Jackson County,
and finally, to get rid of them, Lilburn W.
Boggs, governor and commander-in-chief
of the militia of the State of Missouri, is-
sued an exterminating order, threatening
the Latter-day Saints with extermination
unless they left the State. There was one
alternative left to them if they remained
in the State—apostasy. But Missouri’s
favor was not so desirable to the Latter-
day Saints as the favor of their God, and
they chose to abandon their homes and
they marched out of the State as best
they could. Now, during all these years,
and subsequently, when we were be-
ing mobbed, plundered, and driven, the
Latter-day Saints had an abiding faith,
based upon the revelations that God had
given through brother Joseph Smith, that
the day would come when we should be
a great people, when our virtues would
be recognized, when our patriotism
would be vindicated, when our loyalty
to truth and to the principles of virtue
and of good government, of pure repub-

5/19/20 7:02 PM



