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and they are doing their part, and un-

born myriads are looking forward to the

future of this work, small as it is today,

insignificant as it is today. It is no enthu-

siasm or fanaticism that inspires these

words; but it is the plain truth not half

told; it is merely to hint of that which

will be. For this is the work of the eter-

nal Jehovah, the work spoken of by all

the holy prophets since the world began;

the great work that is to prepare the

earth and its inhabitants for the coming

of the Son of God. Who that reads this

sacred book, the Bible, does not know

that Prophets and Apostles, Seers and

Revelators—all looked forward to the

time when a great work should be done

in the earth? They predicted it, they

dwelt upon it, in inspired strains. Poets,

too, who never laid claim to inspiration,

have looked forward to the "golden age,"

have dwelt with delightful language and,

it may be said, with inspired pen, upon

that great time that should come in the

history of our race.

It is true as I have said, that from

the beginning calumny and slander of

every conceivable kind have been circu-

lated concerning this work. It is so to-

day. It goes the rounds of the country,

and is believed in by the great masses

of the people. The Latter-day Saints

are looked upon by many as guilty of

every conceivable crime. Their true

characters are so befogged by misrep-

resentation, that strangers almost come

into our borders as though they were

about to enter a den of thieves—that is,

strangers who do not know better. Mur-

der, outrage, robbery, perjury, villainy

of every kind is attributed to this peo-

ple. Why should such a worldwide no-

toriety be given to a people who num-

ber no more than we? Why should

such lengths be gone to in falsifying an

innocent people? It might be thought

that we, being so insignificant numer-

ically, might escape notice; or at least

such prominent notice; it might have

been thought in the beginning that

Brother Joseph Smith and his compeers

would have escaped notice. It might

be thought that when they were few in

numbers and their influence did not ex-

tend beyond a township, that they might

have escaped notice. But no, the world

has seemed determined in a way that to

the natural eye seems unaccountable, to

uplift this people to importance, to give

them a worldwide reputation, to adver-

tise them throughout the earth. And

why is this? The Latter-day Saints ought

to understand it, and many of them do

understand it. You know the powers

that are at work—the same powers that

blackened the Son of God, that made him

appear so hideous that men in crucify-

ing him thought they were doing God

service—and were perfectly willing to

have all the consequences fall upon them

and their children; the same influence

that caused an Isaiah to be sawn asun-

der, that caused a Daniel to be thrust

into the lion's den, and that caused the

death of nearly all of the prophets, and

that produced the martyrdom of eleven

of the Twelve Apostles, according to tra-

dition; it is that same influence that

never rested until every inspired man

was destroyed from the face of the earth,

that is still busy. This Satanic power

has kept at work slaying the servants of

the Almighty, including the holiest being

that ever trod the earth—the Son of God.

Is it not astonishing that the world

cannot see these things? Think

of the long list of martyrs, com-

ing down through the ages from


