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nation and upon this continent, when, in

fact, the republic would be so rent asun-

der by factions that there would be no

stable government outside of the Latter-

day Saints; and that it is their destiny

as a people, to uphold constitutional gov-

ernment upon this land. Now, a great

many people think this is a chimera of

the brain; they think it folly to indulge in

such an idea; but the day will come nev-

ertheless. There are those in this congre-

gation who will witness the time that the

maintenance of true constitutional gov-

ernment upon this continent will be de-

pendent upon this people, when it will

have to be upheld by us.

We are battling all the time for hu-

man rights. We did so in the States be-

fore we were driven out; we have done

so throughout these mountains, and are

doing so today, contending for our rights.

Even before the great tribunal of our na-

tion, Congress, the contest is going on;

for attempts are constantly being made

to wrest from us our liberties, as citi-

zens; and we are standing our ground

as best we can, pleading for our rights,

pleading for liberty of conscience, plead-

ing for that freedom which belongs to

the country, which God has guaranteed

through the Constitution; not for our-

selves alone, but for every creed, for ev-

ery member of the human family. We

do not want liberty for ourselves alone;

we desire every man to have it: liberty

for Ingersoll, and all who believe as he

does; liberty for the followers of Muham-

mad and all who believe in the Koran;

liberty for Beecher and for those of his

way of thinking; and even Talmage who

has talked so badly about us, we would

have him enjoy liberty; yes, and per-

mit him to say what he pleases about

us, to take what view he pleases of our

belief and practices, and to tell every-

body what he thinks about them. We

would give him the utmost liberty to do

this, and every other man, to say what

they please about us or about anybody

else, as long as they do not interfere with

the rights and the liberties of the people

against whom they are opposed, protest-

ing always, however, that men in criti-

cizing others, should confine themselves

strictly to the truth, or be held respon-

sible to the laws for slanders and false-

hood. All sects and all people should

have this liberty, that is, liberty of con-

science, liberty of speech and liberty of

the press, as long as it does not degen-

erate into license, and interfere with the

rights of others. We claim this for our-

selves; we contend for it, and we shall

contend for it, until it is gained.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I forgot

that it is Sunday; I do not know, however,

but what this is as good Gospel as I can

declare; it is the Gospel of humanity; it is

the Gospel of truth. And I hope that you

will ever be true to these principles. It

makes no difference really whether you

will or not, so far as this great work is

concerned; but it is a glorious reflection

to know that we are striving to accom-

plish these ends.

When I look at the wonderful deliver-

ance that has been wrought out for us,

it is a subject of amazement to me. Still

our enemies continue to plot and get up

machinations. It is all right, let them

have their agency, let them do as they

please; it ought not to disturb us or cause

us a moment's uneasiness. Let them do

as they please as long as they keep hands

off.

I pray God to bless you and fill you

with His Holy Spirit, and to bless His

servants whomay address us during this

Conference, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


