LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, ETC.

control of the whole world I would never
think of depriving any man, woman or
child of this natural, this inherent right,
whether their religious views were true or
false. Can you find from history that God
at any time forced any man to heaven or
hell? No, you cannot. And we as Latter-
day Saints claim this right and privilege
for ourselves to worship God, to believe in
God, and to believe in the records of divine
truth—the Bible, the Book of Mormon,
the Doctrine and Covenants and the
Revelations of God.

A public speaker, a teacher of the people
is held responsible before God and his fel-
low men for the doctrine he teaches; if
he teaches any other gospel than that laid
down in the Bible and taught by the an-
cient Prophets and Apostles he is under
condemnation, no matter who he may be.
Paul realized this fact so keenly that he, in
speaking about it on one occasion, said:
“Though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed;” and he repeats this sentiment
two or three times over.

I wish to say a few words on one of the
verses I have read, the 22nd: “For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive.” The world, more or less, has
found a great deal of fault with Mother
Eve and with Father Adam, because of the
fall of man; what I have to say with regard
to it, I express as my own opinion. Adam
and Eve came to this world to perform ex-
actly the part that they acted in the gar-
den of Eden; and I will say, they were or-
dained of God to do what they did, and
it was therefore expected that they would
eat of the forbidden fruit in order that
man might know both good and evil by
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passing through this school of experience
which this life affords us. That is all I want
to say about Father Adam and Mother Eve.
Adam fell that man might be, and men are
that they might have joy; and some have
found fault with that. It has been said that
God commanded Adam to multiply and
replenish the earth; and it has been said
that Adam was not under the necessity of
falling in order to multiply and replenish
the earth, but you will understand that the
woman was deceived and not the man;
and according to the justice of God she
would have been cast out into the lowly
and dreary world alone, and thus the first
great command could not have been com-
plied with unless Adam had partaken of
the forbidden fruit. We acknowledge that
through Adam all have died, that death
through the fall must pass upon the whole
human family, also upon the beasts of the
field, the fishes of the sea and the fowl of
the air and all the works of God, as far as
this earth is concerned. It is a law that is
unchangeable and irrevocable. It is true a
few have been translated, and there will be
living upon the earth thousands and mil-
lions of people when the Messiah comes in
power and great glory to reward every man
according to the deeds done in the body,
who will be changed in the twinkling of
an eye, from mortality to immortality.
Nevertheless they must pass through the
ordeal of death involved in the change that
will come upon them. The Savior himself
tasted of death; He died to redeem the
world; His body was laid in the tomb, but
it did not see corruption; and after three
days it arose from the grave and put on im-
mortality. He was the first fruit of the resur-
rection. There was no prophet, no saint or
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